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MA r k. vi. 15. Bezeare ef falſe Prophets, &c. 

MA T k. xvi. 6. Then Js us aid unto them, take -þ 
heed and beware ef the Leaven of the Phariſees, and 
of the Sudduces. | 

2 Co R. xl. 3. But J fear leaſt by ary Means, as the 
Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty, ſo your 
Minds fpeuld be corrupted from the Simplicity that 
ii CHRIST. | | 

Cor. ii. 4. Ad this I ſoy, leaſt any Man ſpould be- 
guile you with inticting Words. 


a. A. —— 
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Serious ADVICE, &c. 


NANA 
TO MY 


Sons and DauGHTERS 


Dear CHILDREN, Feb. 1730. 


HIS is a Day of great Temptation, 
wherein evil Examples, evil Practices, and 
dangerous Errors abound; & wherein there 
is a great deal of Lukewarmneſs, and In- 
differency, as to the Things of Go 
and Religion. : 

As for evil Examples and Practices, I hope you wilt 
avoid them, as leading directly in the broad Way to 
Deſtruction : And that vou will be heartily concern'd 
about the great Things of Cop and Religion; it being 
the ſafeſt, moſt honourable & comfortable Way of Liv- 
ing. Let others ſay, and do what they will; your Fa- 
ther has found it ſo, and your Bibles direct and incou- 
rage you in the Way of 1 and ſerious Godlineſs, 
and therefore hope you will keep this good old Way; 
for theſe that honour Go p he «ill honour, but theſe 
that diſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed. | 

And as for thoſe dangerous Frrors that abound, ſome 
of them tend to overthrow the Chriſtian Religion, and 
others tend to the great Prejudice of the Life & Power 
thereof. And methinks I ſee the Clouds gathering, which 
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1 fear will be much thicker and darker than they are at 
preſent, & who knows but that you may be Jeft in a I ime 
of thicker Darkreſs than we have ſeen, and ſo may be in 
danger to be led aſide, and miſs your Way to Heaven: 
Therefore I hope you will ferioutly peruſe theſe Sheets 
as a Token of my parental Care, & tender Love tor your 
eternal Welfare: I hope theſe may be as a Caution and 
Warning to you; and by the Bleſſing of Gor give 10me 
Light and Direction, in a dark Day. I thought it advite- 
able to put ſomething into your Hands for thole Ends. 
Errors at this Day are called by ſoft Names, as Diffe- 
rence in Judgment, and are talked of as indifferent Mat- 
ters; as if there were no great Harm in them: They 
will endeavour to make you believe that Error is not 0 
bad as is talk'd of, and that there's but little Difference 


betwixt your Judgment and theirs, to palliate the Mat- 


ter: You may hear People talking that you ought to 
have Charity for thoſe that differ from you, and asking 
you why they may not have Liberty of putting their 
Senſe & Interpretation on Scripture as well as you your's ; 
and 1o infinuate as if there were no Error or Herety, but 
that every thing is pretty much as a Perſon believes, 
or that Error is no ſuch dangerous Matter as is repretent- 


ed by ſome; & this makes the Error {lip down the eaſier, 


and prepares People to receive it; for when they think 
it an indifferent Matter, they will not be afraid of it, nor 

careful to avoid it. | 
But it ought to be conſidered, that Difference in Judg- 
ment about leſſer Matters in Religion, in which there is 
no great Weight, no evil Tendency, Things that may or 
rhay not be done, theſe ought to be borne with, — co- 
vered with Love & Charity; and this the Apoſtle pleads 
for, Coll. ii. 16. Let no Man judge you in Meats, or 
Drinks, or an holy Day, &c. and farther in the 1 Cor. 
viii. Chap. and 1 Cor. x. from the 24th Verſe to the 
End of the Chapter, it was about eating this Meat 
or the other, which might or might not be done; 
and thoſe that are weak in the Faith we ought to re- 
ceive with Love & Tenderneſs: Nor ought we to hurt 
the Perſons or Eſtates of thoſe that err in other . 
ut 
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But for all this, there are dangerous deſtructive Errors, 
which we ought caretully to avoid and ſtand againſt: 
For we find the Apoſtle Paul very zealous and tevere 
againſt Errors that affect the Vitals of Religion; and 
we are commanded earneſtly to contend for the Fairh 
orice delivered to the Saints, Jude 3. We ought not to 
be indifferent about Truth and Error, but earneſt about 
it. Errors that afſect the Foundation or Vitals of Re- 
ligion, are very dangerous to the Soul, & ſo ought care- 
fully to be avoided : They are very diſpleaſing to Gop. 


We find Hereſies amongſt the Works of the 
Fleſh, and {ure the Works of the Fleſh are dangerous! 
Gall. v. 19, 20. And I think this will plainly appear 
from ſuch Scriptures as thele, 2 Peter ii. 1. there we 
read of damnable Hereſivs that bring ſewift Deſtruction; 
lure that's dangerous that's damnable and brings ſwift 
Deſtruction ; and Gall. i. 8, 9. Fan Aiget bring any 
orher Geſpel to you than what we have preached, bet 
him be Accurſed; and he repeats it over again in the 
ninth Vere, to ſhew his Zeal againſt it, and the Im- 
portance of the Matter; there muſt be ſomething very 
evil in that which the Apoſtle thus curſes: 2 Theſſ. ii. 
11, 12. That they all might be damned alm b-lieve not 
the Truth, but had Pleaſure in Unriohreouſueſs ; what 
a terrible Ex reſſion is here concerning Error: 2 Tim. ii. 
17, 18. Ther Myrds do eat as a Canter; as Canker 
cats and dectroys the Fleſh, fo do Errors miſchieve the 
Vitals of Religion: 1 Cor. iii. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, Tho? 
a Man hold the Foundation, (the Dottring of Cur 1sT) 
yet if he build upon this Foundation corrupt Doctrine 
and Practices, he uy [uffer Leſs and be ſaved as by 
Fire; that is, with Difficulty : Kom. xvi. 17. N20 [ 
brjech you Bretheren, mark thoſe that carſe Diviſions 
ard Ofterces, contrary to the Doctrine erhich ye hw? 
Prarred, and avoid them; they that made Diviſions by 
teaching Noftrines contrarv :o what the Apoſtles taught, 
were to be mark'd & avoide{ ; why? becauſe they were 
dangerous: 1 John iv. 1. Believe vet every Spirit, bt 
try the Spirits whether they be of Gon ; and why ? Le- 

3 cats 


. 
raiſſe mary falſe Prophets are gone into the World; 
cone are alle 1 ba Teachers of falſe Doctrine, and 
it there were no Evil in thele, what need we try them, 
or be ſore warned againſt them? And Matt. vii. 15. Be- 
ware of falſe Prephets: 2 John x. 11. F any come 
ard bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 
Houſe, nor bid him Go p ſpeed; here is a ſtrict Com- 
mand to beware of encouraging erroneous Perſons in 
their Errors, & the evil Conſequences of that, viz. leaſt 
you be Partakers with him in his Sin: Gall. iii. 1. 
there he calls them fooliſh and bewitched for departing 
from the Truth: 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. Concerning Faith 
have made Shipwreck, of whom is Hymeneus and Alex- 
ander, whom I have delivered to Satan, &c. here we 
ſee they were caſt out of the Church, for their making 
Shipwreck of Faith: 2 Tim. iv. 15. Of «ehem be thou 
aware for he hath greatly withſtood our Words : 1 Tim. 
iv, 16. Take heed unto thy ſelf and unto thy Doctrine: 
Eph. iv. 14. That ye be no more Children toſſed to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind Doctrine, 
and cunnirg Craftineſs, whereby they lie in watt to de- 
cei ve: 1 Tim. vi. 21. there we read of thoſe that erred 
concerning the Faith ; here is Error concerning the Faith : 
Titus 111. 10. J Man that is an Heretick after the firſt and 

econd Admonition reject. And Error is oft in Scripture 
joyned with very foul Practices, and called by very hard 
Names, as 2 Per. ii, 14. 2 Theſ. ii. 12. and other Places. 
I think theſe Places and many others ſhew that there 
are Errors as to Faith, which are dangerous, and which 
we ought to avoid , & that rherefore every Man's Judg- 
ment or Interpretation is not his Rule; for if it were, e- 
very Man muſt be in the Right that goes according to 
his own Judgment, & then where is Error? They far- 
ther ſhew that there were damnab'e Hereſies, and that 
Error 1s not ſuch a tame innocent Thing as ſome would 
repreſent 1t to be, but very prejudicial to the Soul, and 
very diſpleaſing to Go p; elſe it would not be fo cry'd 
out againſt by the Apoſtie as it is, nor call'd by ſuch 
hard Names, we ſſould not be ſo exhorted to avoid, it, 
nor warned againſt it with ſo much Earneſtneſs. 
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Now the ſame Errors do not always prevail; in ſome 
Ages one Error prevails, and others at other Times, & 
in other Ages: But the Scripture ſtrikes at Errors and 
Hereſies in general; it ſtrikes at any thing that tends 
to ſubvert the Goſpel, or Prejudice the Vitals of Reh- 

ion, let the Notions be what they will; as in the Place 
before named: Gal. i. 8, 9. But tho' we, or an Angel 
from Heaven, preach any other Goſpet unto you, thin 
zwhat we have preached, let him bim be accurſed ; any 
other Goſpel, let it be what it will: "Tis a general Ex- 
preſſion: 1 Tim. i. 3. Charge ſome that they teach no 
other Doctrine; and Rom. xvi. 17. Mark them that 
cauſe Diviſions contrary to the Doctrine they have 
learned: Heb. xiii. 9. Be not carried about <with divers 
and ſtrange Doctrines: Theſe are Cautions not only a- 
gainſt this, or that Error; but againſt any Error contra- 
ry to ſound Doctrine. : 

Therefore, to ſay, that ſeveral of the Threatnings a- 
gainſt Error in Scripture, are againſt ſuch and ſuch par- 
ticular Errors, that are not in this Day, and ſo do not 
affect us, is to little purpoſe ; for ſome of our Errors 
were in that Day, and particularly ſtruck at ; as that of 
Juſtification by Works; as we may ſee in Paul's Epiſ- 
tles: And the damnable Hereſy the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
was denying the Lo x p that bought them. But as I 
ſhew'd before, the Scripture ſtrikes at Error and Here- 
ſy in general, let them be what they will, as well as 
particular Ones in thoſe Times. Errors of equal bad 

endancy in our Day, we are warned avainſt, as well 
as thoſe particularly ſpoken of: Or elſe thoſe Scriptures 
may be nſeleſs to us; if they warn againſt nothing but 
the Matters of that Day wherein they were wrote : But 
we read, that what was written afore time, was 2vritter 
for our Almonition, on ↄrnhom the Ends of the World 
are come, 1 Cor. x. 11. and Rom. xv. 4. WWhatſoever 
cg written ofore time <vas written for our Learning. 

For ought I ſee, we may as well ſay the Promiſes of 
the Covenant, do not belong to us, becauſe they were 
made to' Abraham and David in that Day, and our Cir- 
cumſtances in this Day differ from theirs then: But the 
A 4 Bleſing: 


* 
* 


Bleſſings of the Covenant run to all true Pelievers in all 
Ages: John xvii. 20. Nein her pray I fer theſe alrne, 
bur for them alſo that ſnall believe on me thro' their 
Word. And the general Threatnings reach Sins and 
Errors of this Day, as well as of that. 

And as for our Liberty to interpret, or put our Mean- 
ing on Scripture ; I think, no Man has Liberty to put 
what Interpretation he pleaſes on it: But we ought to 
interpret Scripture agreeable to it ſelf. That Senſe or 
Interpetation of any particular Place of Scripture that 
agrees with the = e, is moſt likely to be true and 
right: But that Interpretation of any particular Text, 
that contradicts other plain Scriptures, cannot be right: 
For the Scripture cannot e it ſelf. 1 think the 
Scripture is the Kule and Guide for the Meaning of a- 
ny particular Place: One Scripture interprets another; 
and therefore, *tis dangerous to put any Meaning or 
Senſe upon any Place, that does not agree with the 
whole; or to wreſt and ſtrain any Text, to make it 
ſeem to peak what it never 1atended : For the Scripture 
ought to be taken in its native genuine Senſe, and not 
to be wreſted to ſerve an Opinion. 

You may meet with thoſe that may endeavour to puz- 
zle you with enſnaring Queſtions: How ſrould it be? 
How are ſuch and ſuch Things conſiſtent with Reaſon? 
How ft ould three Perſons exiſt in one Being? How 
ſhould we be juſtified by Ancther's Righteouſneſs ? gc. 
But I would adviſe you, my dear Children, when you 
ſee any Truth 4 revealed in the Word of G o p, 
to ſtand upon the firm Ground of the Word, and main- 
tam THAT 1T 1s, and not puzzle your Heads How 
IT 1s when Go p has reveal'd THAT IT IS: If 
Soy ſay that a Thing is, tis enough; we ought to be- 

Jieve it; and not ſuffer ourſelves to be drawn into the 
Ambuſcades and Thickets of the Enemy, How 1T 18; 
there the Enemy will endeavour to draw you, that he 
"7 wager tans and make the Truth dark and obſcure ; 
and then affright you from it, with the Scar-Crows of 


UNINTELLIGEABLE, UNREASONALLE, and IMPOS- 
SIBLE. | 
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Have a care of being like the Maelites of old. A. 
brabam's Seed had a Promiſe of Canaan; Go p had 
told them, he would give it them; but they met with 
Difficulties in the Wilderne's, and then they fell into 
the Enemy's Ambu'cade How cAN IT UE? How 
Hall we be maintain'd and provided for in the Wilder- 
nes! How Mall we ever conquer ſuch powerful People? 
tao Go y had told them he would bring them thither, 
and give them the Land, yet they fell to Unbelief, and 
queſtioning the Matter: How can THis BE? Can 

o furniſh a Table in the Wilderneſs ? Pfal. Ixxvin. 
19. How ſhould ſuch a Multitude be maintain'd in a 
Wilderne's? Here they were lead into the Enemy's 
Ambuicade. They would not believe what Go p had 
promis d except they could fee how it muſt be brought 
about: They woald not ſtand faſt to the Promiſe of 
Gon becau'e they could not fee how it would be per- 
form'd : And this fo provok'd G o that about fix hun- 
dred thou'and loſt their Lives in the Wilderneſs. 

So that you ought to ſtand ſteady when Gon has re- 
veal'd a Truth, and maintain that it is; whether you 
can tell how GO p brings the Matter about or not. 

"Tis not neceffary to the Being or Exiſtence of a 
Thing, that we muſt know how it exiſts. I think it's 
very unreaſonable and highly provoking to Go p, when 
he br: revealed any Thing to be, if the Creature lay, 
he will not believe it except he underſtands how it is. 
As if a poor finite Creature could comprehend his infi- 
nite Creator. Therefore, have a care of queſtioning the 
Truths of Go p, becauſe you cannot comprehend them 
in all Things; leaſt you fall after the ſame Example 
of Unbelief. | 

If the Scriptures ſpeak of the Godhead exiſting in 
Three Perſons, and declare that the Farurr is Goo, 
the Son is Gon, and that the Holy GnosT is Go p, 
and yet affirm that there is but One Gon ; muſt we de- 
ny the Godhead of any of the facre:} Three, becauſe 
we knuw not clearly how they exiſt in one Being ? Or, 
becauſe we cannot fully comprehend the Manner of their 
Exiſtence ? No ſure, 
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J am far from thinking that Errors in the Fundamen- 
tals of Religion are ſuch harmleſs indifferent Things 
as ſome would have us believe them to be. 

I think them very dangerous to the Soul, and Prejudi- 
cial to the Power of Religion. JF the Foundations be 
deſtrey'd what can the Righteous do, Pal. xi. 3. If 
the Girdle of Truth be loſt, your ſpiritual Armour will 
fall off; or however hang but looſe about you; ſo that 

ou may be eaſily wounded, ſeduced, and taken captive 
bs him who goes about ſeeking whom he may devour. 

I have little, or no Expectation that this will convince, 
or turn thoſe from their — who are thoroughly infect- 
ed thereby; for where Error is receiv'd it eats like a 
Canker, 2 Zim. ii. 17. therefore we had need have a 
Care of it. 

But if this confirm and eſtabliſh your Hearts in the 
Truth, and be an Antidote againſt the Infection: If it 
help to any Degree of Light & Skill in maintaining the 
Truth againſt the Errors and Corruptions of the Day; 
it will abundantly recompence the Labour, and anſwer 
the Deſires of your tender, and affectionate Father. 


Now ſome of the dangerous Errors of our Day are, 


I. The Denial of Original Sin. 

II. Setting up human Reaſon as a ſufficient Guide in 
Matters of Religion. 25 ; 

III. Holding Juſtification by Works of our own : Or, 
that we are juſtified in the Sight of G o p by our own 
good Works. | | 
* IV. The Denial of the proper Divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour JESUS CHRIS r. | 


Theſe are Errors which I hope, and earneſtly deſire, 
you will keep clear of & avoid (as you value the Health 
and Welfare of your Souls) let them come under never 


tuch ſpecious and plauſible Pretences. 


I. As to the Denial of Original Sin. This I take to 
be a dangerous Error, as being contrary to pin Scrip- 
ture, and having dangerous and pernicious Tendencies. 


IK 
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If we be not concerned in Adam's Fall; if our Na- 
tures are not defiled, but we are born Innocent and free 
from Sin; then it may be, that we have very little, or 
no Need of Jzsvs CuR IST all our Days; but may 
ſave our ſelves : For, our Natures being pure and unde- 
filed, they muſt ſoon be acquainted with the Law of 
Gov, and ſuitable to it; and therefore if they chuſe the 
right way, and keep in it, may ſave themſelves. Burt I 
cannot underſtand what Good this Notion will do them, 
ſuppoſe it was granted; nay I think it lays them under 
greater Guilt and heavier Condemnation & Puniſhment 
if they miſcarry : For if we be born innocent, if our Na- 
tures be holy and pure, we ſhould have vaſt Advantages 
to what we now have, if we are born in Sin, e 
impure, and weak: If our Natures be pure and un efiled, 
we wilfully and audaciouſly turn from Gop ; tis vaſtly 
more advantageous to have Natures free from Sin, and 
ſuited to the Law of Go p; ſor then we have more 
Power to know it, and keep it; and if we do not, we 
are more inexcuſable, & our Guilt is greatly aggravated : 
We knowing, & having Power to do our Maſter's Will 
all 1 bearen with many Stripes if we fail, Luke xii. 
47, 48. | 
But holding the other Doctrine, believing Original 
Sin, opens a Way for ſome Pity and Compaſſion, and 
has ſome Argument to move Mercy; and puts a Man 
into the right Way to ſeek Help and Mercy of Gon. 
For Nature being corrupted, Man cannot of himſelf 
know and do good; his Nature being broken and fhat- 
ter'd, as to any ſpiritual Good, and he having loſt his 
ſpiritual Ability; this puts him in the Way to ſeek 
help from Go p, and may move Go 's Compaſſion : 
And the P/alImift makes the Greatneſs of his Sin an Ar- 
gument to move Gop to pardon, Pal. xxv. 19. Pardon 
mine Iuquity for it is great; and Gen. viii. 21 Gon 
lays, I <v#t} not again Curſe the Ground; why? for the 
Imagination of Man's Heart is evil from his Tenth © Mi- 
fery is the Object of Mercy, and Unworthire's the Ob- 
ject of free Grace: Math. ix 12. The Nele reed not the 
THſcian tut they that are fc: Ae came net to call 
: | the 


(12) 
the Righteous but Sinners to Repentance 5 and Luke i. 
53. He hath filled the hungry with good Things, but 
rhe Rich he ſends empty acray: And in the xlviſi of Iia. 
8. there Go p ſays, thou waſt called a Trarſgreſſor 

from the Wemb : And the next Verſe lays, I ell 2 

1 155 Agger, for my own Name's ſake. A poor Beggar 

that wants, and has nothing, moves our Compaſſion to 
ive him an Alms ; but another that has a Sufficiency for 
is Maintenance, we leave him to that, and give him 
nothing, 

I think this Error tends to lead Men off from the Way 
of Salvation by Cyn18T, and greatly promotes boaſt- 
ing, which is excluded from the Way of Salvation by 
the Apoſtle, Rem. iii. 27. I think the'e Men had Need 
take Care Jeſt they be in the Cale of thoſe Rev. iii. 17. 
that /howght they were Rich & ticreaſed in Goods, and 
had reed cf nothing; when they «were Poor, and Blind 
and Naked. 

I do not ſee but that it greatly leſſens, or robs Cur 1sT 
pf the Glory of being the Author and Finiſter of our 
Faith, Heb, xii. 2. And the Holy SIR IT of his Of- 
fice of quickening, regenerating, & ſanctify ing our Souls; 
for if we be born innocent, there's little Need of theſe 
Things. How dees G o p work in us both to will and 
to do, if our Natures be pure and innocent, and have 
Power of our own. | 

It ſets up Man, and brings him off from that entire 
Dependance on Go » that he ſhould have. Nay, it 
charges Co p with Cruelty and Injuſtice to inflict ſuch 
grievous Pairs, Niſtempers, and Torments on Infants , 
if they be innocent, and their Natures pure and Holy: 
What a Reflection does this caſt on the bleſſed Go p? 
that he ſhould thus torment Infants even to Death, if 
they are free from Sin, And therefore, ſuch Doctrines 
that have ſuch {ad Tendancics, are very dangerous, and 
ought to be avoided, 

But now to come to ſome Scripture Proofs of Original 
Sin, ard then we {ball {ce how contrary the other Doc- 
trine is to the holy Word of Go p, where it ſpeaks of 
Man's Nature, | 5 

is 
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| ? "Tis plain from Rom. v. 12. that Death came into 


the World by Sin, By one Man Sin entered into the 
"World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all 
Men, &c. And that Death is the Wages of Sin; ſee 
Rom. vi. 23. The Wages of Sin is Death: But Intants 
die, Sa they have ſinned. I think, this is very 


plain if we have any Regard for = 5 or 
A holy juſt Go p will not infli 


the Puniſhment 


without the Deſert. *Tis poſitively ſaid Death came in- 

to the World by Sin, and that Death is the Wages of 

Sin; then if Infants die they muſt have Sin. _ 
Object. But then they object that Text Ezek. xv111. 20. 


The Son ſhall not 
and Verſe 3. 


bear the Iniquity of the Father, &c. 


s  ÞAnfe. If Children repent of their Father'sSins, & turn 


From them, they ſhall not die for their Father's Faults : 
If an ungodly Father have a Son that repents and turns 


from his Father's 


Ep he ſhall not periſh : And 


this is the Meaning of that Chapter; as we may ſee in 
the 21ſt Verſe, But if the Wicked turn from all his Sins, 
and keep all my Statutes, he ſhall ſurely Iive, he ſhall 
not die. Therefore I do not ſee that this Chapter has a- 
ny Relation to the Caſe in hand, for it ſpeaks of grown 
Perſons ; for how can Infants repent or turn, they are 


not capable of it 


while Infants. 


Another Scripture that proves Original Sin, is Pſ. Ii. 5. 
Behold I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mo- 

* ther conceive me: Here we find David was not onl 
= ſhapen in Iniquity, but conceived in Sin; and if this 
does not mean the Pollution of his Nature, I cannot un- 


derſtand it. 


j. But here it may be objected, that David ſpeaks 
not of his own Sin, but of his Mother's; that his Mo- 
ther was à Sinner when he was ſhapen and conceived. 


A = Arſe. But it 
) Sins; for he is 


is plain David ſpeaks here of his own 
confeſſing his own Sin, his Fall, as is 


plain from the 1ſt, 2d, and zd Verſes: 1. Have Aſercy 
icon me, —— and blot out my Trarſgreſſions; 2. Waſp 
me ---- and cl-arſe me frem my Sin; z. For J acknow- 
reſſions, &c. If this be not ſpoken of 
himſelf 


edge my Trarſg 


* — - 
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ſtray as ſoon as they are born, ſpeaking Lies : 
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himſelf, and his own Iniquity, I know not how we 


muſt underſtand any thing. But let us only ſuppoſe he 
did ſpeak of his Mother's Sins; this does not hels them, 


but rather proves againſt them : For what had he to do 


fo confels his Mother's Sins. I do not ſee but that this 
fingle Scripture will carry the Point, for David plainly 
confeſſeth that he was in Sin before he was born. 

But further, Job. xiv. 4. N ho can bring à clean 
Thing cut F an unclean? not one : Fob is there ſpeak- 
ing in the beginning of the Chapter, of the frail Nature 
of Man; & then he adds, who can bring a clean thing, Cc. 
"Tis certain every Woman 1s a Sinner, before ſhe brings 
forth a Child; for the Apoſtle h ſays, He that ſaith 
he hath no Sin, decerives himſelf, and the Truth is not 
in him, 1 John i. 8. And then, how ſhould an innocent 
Creature be produc'd from a Sinner? that's bringing a 
clean Thing out of an unclean, contrary to this Text of 
Scripture : And we read, Job. xv. 14. What is Man that 
He ſheuld be clean * and he that is boru of a Woman, that 
he ſhould be righteous ? As if he had ſaid, What is, or 
who is this poor ſorry Man, that he fl.ould pretend to 
be clean and righteous, when he is born of corrupt Pa- 
rents? Can any Man think to be clean that is born of a 
Woman? how ſhould it be? Ha. xlviii. 8. I knewo thot 
thou «rouldft deal very treacheroufly, and was called a 
Ti.arſgrefſor from the Womb ;, from the Womb, that is, 
before he can commit actual Tranſgreſſions; & ſo muſt 
be meant of the Corruption of Nature: Pfal. Iviii. z. 
The Wicked are eſtranged frem the Womb, they go a- 
ob. xxv. 
4. How can he be clean that is born of a Woman. 
Again, we read Gen. vi. 5. Aud Gon ſa that rhe 
Wickedneſs of Man was great in the Earth; there's 
his actual Tranſgreſſion; and then he goes to the Foun- 


tain of all, and that is the Heart and Nature; Eve: y 


Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart is only evil 


Thought 


pr 


x 


and that continually; every Imagination was evil, and ) 
that continually : It's ſpoken of the corrupt Nature of 
Man in genera], for if Man was born innocent, he muſt 
have ſome good Thoughts before he was tainted : every 


we 
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Thought would not be evil, nor continually ſo: And I 
think 1t muſt be ſpoken of Man's Original Corruption, 


and the Univerſality of it; for no queſtion but there 


were ſome good Men in the World that had ſome good 
Thoughts and holy Principles, and therefore the Mean- 
ing muſt be, that Men were naturally ſo corrupt, as that 
without renewing Grace, their Thoughts were only evil 


and that continually ; and Jer. xvii. 9. The Heart ts 


deceitful above all Things, and deſperately *cicked ; the 
Heart, the Fountain from which Actions proceed; he 
does not ſay they only learn to practice Sin by * 2 
but the Heart, the Nature is not only wicked, but deſ- 


rerately ſo; now if he had meant the Heart when cor- 
rupted by Practice or Example, or the Hearts of bad 


be ſenſible of any thing, 


Men only, he would not have expreſs'd it in ſuch gene- 
ral Terms; but tis the Heart, every Heart; the Heart 
the Nature of all Men 1s ſuch. | 
And if People would but obſerve the natural Inclina- 
tion of Infants, when they begin to be able to judge, of 
Tant they may eaſily perceive 
in their Natures a ſtrange Averſion to any thing that is 
ſpiritually good, to any thing of ſerious Godlineſs, and 


that they are a great deal better pleas'd with, and more 


readily chuſe any thing in this World, that is ſuitable 
to their Fancies and corrupt Inclinations. 

Again, Rom. iii. 9. We have before proved that both 
Jews and Gentiles are all under Sin; under the Guile 
and Power of Sin, and naturally fo, or elſe there would 
be both eu, and Gentiles born innocent, and therefore 
would continue ſo for ſome Time eſpecially ; and it fol- 
lows in the 12th Verſe, here is none that doeth good, no 
not one. Now certainly at that Time there were many 


fanAlified holy Perſons both ce and Gentiles that did 
good, and therefore it muſt be underſtood of the corrupt 


theſe Scriptures hold forth 


Nature of Man that none do good by Nature : I think 
plainly the Corruption of 


Man's Nature, and the original Defilement of it. 


. viz. The Imputgtien © 


And now I ſhall endeavour to prove the other 2 
Adam's Guilt; and I think 


Rom. v. from the rath Verſe to the End proves this 
Plainlyz 


1 


Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all have ſinned; 
that is, f Men have ſinned in that one Man, A Beast 


came in by Sin; but in the Margin ot our Bibles (which 


I tuppote to be the true Original) inſtead of for that all 
have ſinned, tis in hom all have ſiuned; and then no- 
thing can be plainer from that, than that Alam was a 

ublie Perſon, and repreſented all Mankind, and ſo all 
Mankind ſinned in him; as what our Repreſentativ es 
in Parliament do, we do whom they repreſent : The He- 
ginning of the Verſe ſays, by ove Man Sin entered into 


the Nord, and the latter part is, in hom all have | 


ſinned; in that one Man all Mankind became Sinne:s, 
that is, they are all involved in the Guilt of his 'Tran!- 
greſſion. | 


And as for the Word impute, we find that expreſſed 


in the 15th Verſe, and in the 14th Verie tis 1aid, Death 
reigned from Adam to Moles, evcn cver them that had 
not ſinned after the Similitude of Adam's Tra ſgreſſion; 
over them, that is, over Infants who had not ſinned 
actually, for they could not commit actual iranſgrefion 
as Adam did, but yet Death came upon them, ard there- 
fore they were involved in the Guilt, or ele how could 
Peath come upon them if they had not ſinned in Adam, 
for they could not actually fin after the Similitude of 
Adam; Verie the 16th, For the Judgment was Ly org 
ro Condemnation z that is, by one Man, or by one Of- 
fence ; Verie the 18th, Therefore as by the Offerce rf 
one Fudg ment came upen all Men to Condemnation ; even 
ſo ty the Rightecifneſ's of one, the Free Gift came upon 
all Men unto Fuſtifcation of Life. Here he runs the 
Parallel betwixt the Oflence of Adam being imputed to 
his Poſterity to Condemnation, and the Kighteouineſs of 
CrnrI1sT being imputed to all his ſpiritual Seed for their 
Fuſtificatien ; as by one Man's Sin all his natural Poſ- 
terity were #;vclved, even thoſe that had not actually 


ſinned ; ſo by one Man's Righteouſneſs, (even the Kigh- 


teouſneſs of CRS r) all his ſpiritual Seed ſhould be 
jnſtified; even thoſe that had not nor could not work 
out 


plainly ; Verſe the 12th, Wherefore as by one Man in 
entered into the World, and: Death by Sin; and ſo 
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out a Righteouſneſs to juſtify themſelves: And in the 
19th Verſe he concludes, As by one Man's Diſobedience 
many were made Sinners, ſo by the Obedience of one 
Hall many be made Righteous: If theſe Expreſſions do 


not hold forth Adam to be a public Perſon, and his Sin 
imputed to his Poſterity; and CHRIST a public Perſon, 


and his Righteouſneſs imputed to his ſpiritual Seed, I 
know not what does. Further, we read Eph. ii. 3. A- 
mongſt whom ve had our Converſation in Times paſt, &c. 
and were by Nature the Children of Wrath, even as 0- 
bers: The A 
ans, and ſhews them how they walked, and how they 
ere captivated by Sin and Satan, being dead in Tret- 
paſſes and Sins betore time, but now were quickened ; 


le here writes to the believing Zphe- 


and in the 3d Verſe he 1 himſelf and the u in- 
fo the Matter, as well as the Gentiles, Among whom 
alſo we had our Converſation in Times paſt, in the 


*Luſts of the Fleſb, &c. and then he adds, and were by 


Nature the Children of Wrath, even as others; even 
Paul himſelf, for all he was a Phars/ee, and touching 


the Righteouſneſs of the Law blameleſs, yet he and the 


Fews (for he ſays we) were Children of Wrath; and 
not only by actual Tranſgreſſion, but by Nature, they 


were naturally Children of Wrath, and ſo under the 
— Curſe as we 


as others; this ſhews the Univerſallity 
of it, even as others, that is, as well as the reſt of Man- 
kind : Now how could they be under the Wrath of Gop, 


naturally ſo, if their Natures were not defiled, by. Im- 
putation of Alam's Sin? 3 
Other Texts might be 8 for the Proof of this 

e 


Point; but I think theſe are ſufficient to thoſe that 
have a mind to ſee the Truth, and do not ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Light. 8 0 
+ To conclude this Matter, I think they run a great 


VIazzard that deny Original Sin; for if it proves to be 
true that we are anſwerable for Adam's Sin, and do not 
believe it, we are not like to repent of it, and ſo run 
the Hazzard of being ruin'd by it; for if we repent not 


B II. A- 
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II. Another Error which too much prevails at this 
Day is, to believe that Reaſon is a ſufficient Guide in 
Matters of Religion. 

Now this 1s a dangerous Error. 

1. It makes the Scriptures of little or no Effect: For 
if our own Reaſon attended to, be ſufficient, what 
Need have we of the Scriptures, or divine Revelation ? 
In ſhort, I think it overthrows all reveal'd Religion. 

2. I think, it opens a ready Road to Heatheniſm : 
For the Heathens had not the Scriptures, they knew 
what they knew by the Improvement of Reaſon ; and 
if we go by this Rule and reject the Scriptures what 
are we better than they ? Nay we are worſe in a great 
meaſure ; becauſe we have the Scriptures and reject 
them; whereas 1f they had had them, they might 
have made a better Improvement of them. I have read 
that ſome of the Heathens ſaw a great Need of a tur- 
ther Revelation of Go p's Mind than their Reaſon 
could give them, and had Hopes ſomething more would 
be revealed in after time than they could ſee by their 
Reaſon *: And ſure then it ill becomes us to be 10 
conceited of our Reaſon, when they ſaw ſuch Defectꝭ. 

3. We ſee that our Reaſon is very ſport as to the 
Things of Nature: Many Things there are in Nature 
that have puzzled the greateſt Men. And, if Reaſon 
cannot fathom Nature, Bow ſhould it fathom the great 
Things of Gop ? Men are often baffled in the Methods 
of their Buſineſs ; they often take wrong Meaſures, and 
Things fall out contrary to their greateſt Forecaſt, and 


7 = 


(A 


are often ſnar'd in their 2 Contrivances, and find 


they have taken wrong Meaſures: Then how ſhould it 
dictate to us the Mind of Go p, as to our Salvation 
If it ſtumble, and oft makes ruinning Miſtakes as to 


this World, and the Things that relate to our Bodies ; 


we are not wile to truſt to it with reſpect to our Souls, 
and 


— 
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* $:e Dy. Clark on the Truth and Certainty of the 


_ Chriſtian Revelation, in that Part Evidences of natu- 


ral and reyeal'd Religion. p. 157 and 159. 
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and the Things of another World: If it err ſo in the 
the Leſſer, ſure it's dangerous indeed to truſt it in the 
Greater. we 

4. I think this Error 1s very dangerous and audacious, 
for, it makes a Man think himſelf his own Rule, and 


Go p. Who has a Self- 
ſufficiency of Wiſdom but God? I] believe that Man in 
Innocency had a Divine Revelation : For none knows 
the Mind of a Man till he reveals it ; and how could 
he tell his Maker's Mind in many Caſes, without Gon 
diſcover'd it to him? As a good Man ſaid, How 
% came Adam to know that be muſt not eat of the 


Tree of Knowledge, and that he might eat of all o- 


© © ther Trees, if Go p had not told him?” Go p ſaid 


to him of every Tree in the Garden thou mayeſt freel 
ent, Se, Cen- 11. 16. and did not Go ÞD 10 x" 
Penalty, thou ſhalt die, Verſe 19. Nay, I cannot ſee 
but that the very Angels need Diſcoveries of the Mind 
of Gon continually, of what he would have them 
to do; or how ſhould they know what his Will is ? 
Therefore, I think certainly this Opinion of our Reaſon 
is fill'd with Pride and Haughtineſs, and greatly pro- 
voking to Go p; tor he reſiſts the Proud, James iv. 6. 
And I think it takes off the Creature from Dependance 
on his Creator for Wiſdom ; for if Reaſon be tufficient, 
what need we ask Wiſdom of Go ». | 

5. If Reaſon be the Rule, rig very imperſect: For 
every Man's Reaſon does not tell him the ſame Things, 
it being cotrupted : One Man thinks this rational, and 
another does not think that, but ſome other, or a con- 
trary Method Rational ; one Man thinks this the Way 
to Heaven, and another the contrary : And therefore, 


ue have Need of an infallible Rule to guide dur Rea- 
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ion, and be the Standard ; or elſe, who knows whe- 
ther he goes right or wrong. 


6. If Reaſon be ſufficient, r hen they are doubly 


© gulty that miscarry : That have ſuch a Light in them, 


and yet will not make uſe of it as they ought. It muſt 
aggravate their Condemnation when they reject the 
Scriptures, for if they prove at laſt to be the Rule, 

B 3 then 
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then they are gone forever, for —_ them that 
might have lead them the right Way ; and it will be a 

reat Appravation of their Miſery, that they had theſe 
Helps but rejected them. 

But ſome ſay, Reaſon is, or ought to be a ſufficient 
Guide; Ought to be! as if Gop was obliged to make 
his Creatures independant on himſelf, and ought to 
give them their Wiſdom gal, when they had flung it 
away: But there's no ſuch Obligation on Go p, tis 
9 Go p ſhould have his Creatures depend on 

im. . 

But thoſe that hold the Light of Nature to be inſuf- 

ficient ; they are of the ſafe Side let it be how it will; 


for if the * ver be not the Rule, they have, and 
eaſon as well as others, and ſo have 


exerciſe their 
Safety that Way: They have both Scripture and Rea- 
ſon to guide them; but the other hold but one; and 
therefore, if that fail they are gone forever: And who 
would run ſuch a Hazard? 

Further, I would ask them, how they would know 
Go »'s Mind if he did not reveal it? When Man has 
finned, how do they know what will pacify their Mak- 
er? How do they know whether he will forgive Sin, 
or how many Sms he will forgive? How far his Grace 


and Mercy will extend? How do they know what Sa- 


tisfaction he requires? What Method of Salvation will 
pleaſe him? Nay, how does-any Man know what Sort 
of Worſhip will pleaſe him, and at what Times he will 
be, worſhip'd, except Gop reveal this? How do they 
know what Methods of Government Gop will have in 
his Church while here on Earth? What could Reaſon 
teach us of the two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 
Lox »'s Supper? How could Reaſon tell that theſe 
were Gop's Will, except he reveal'd it? Or, that ] E- 
sus CyrIsr muſt be the Perſon that muſt appeaſe 
Gop and ſatisfy for Sin, or how he muſt do it? Rea- 
ſon would be at a Loſs about theſe Things. The Wa 


of Salvation that Gop has ſettled in his Word is Fool- 


1ſhneſs to natural Reaſon ; as the Apoſtle ſays, it was 
to the Jews a ſtumbling Block, and to the Greeks Fool. 


ne, 


— 
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Vack 1 Cor. i. 23. and they were moſt likely to 


now Things, and pals a rational Judgment, and yet 
we lee how their Reaſon fail'd in the Way of Salvation 
GOD has ſettled ; it was to them Foolifhneſs ; ſo that 


if Reaſon muſt be the Guide to Heaven, 1t will not 
lead us the Way of Salvation that GOD has appointed, 
for it eſteems it Fooliſhneſs : And therefore, I think 
this Notion contrary to right Reaſon. | 
And now I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how contrary 1t 


is to Scripture. They will own that the Scriptures are 


helpful and uſeful to them in ſome Caſes ; but then 
this that they own uſeful to them utterly condemns 


their Notion, throws down human Reaſon, and depre- 
cilates it at a ſtrange Rate in ſpiritual Matters, 1 Cor. ii. 


14. But the natural Man receiveth not tbe Things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are Foolifhneſs to him : 
Neither can he know them becauſe they are ſpiritually 
y Nature, re- 
ceives not the Things of GOD ; that is, knows them 
not ſo as heartily to receive them ; and then follows his 
inability, neither can he know them; and then hę 
gives the Reaſon that he cannot know them, and that 
15, . becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerred: Luke xxiv. 
45- Then opened he their Underſtandings that they 
might underſtand the Scriptures : 1 Cor. iii. 18, 19. If 
ary amongſt you feem to be «viſe in this Werld, let him 


: become a Fodt, that he may be ꝛciſe; that ie, fee his 
oven Folly and Ignorance, and ask Wiſdom of GOD ; 
for that's the Way to true ſpiritual Wiſdom: A Man 
muſt ſee his Folly, or he will not ask Wifdom of GOD: 
He muſt be content to be called a Fool by the wite Men 
cf this World: And it follows in the 19th Verſe, For 


the Wiſdom of this World is Fodtifhreſs ærith GOD; 
and in the 2cth Verſe 'tis ſaid, The LORD Ke 
the Thoughts of the Wiſe that they are vain ; Where 
1s natural Reaſon now ? 'tis Fooliſhneſs with GOU, 


- as to ſpiritual Things; a Man muſt become a Fool that 
+ he may be wife, and the Thoughts of the Wiſe ore 
= Vain, not only the Thoughts of the <veaker Sort of Man- 


6 kind that know little, but the Thoughts of the /e; 
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the Reaſonings and Counſels of the Men of Wiſdom are 
vain: And we find, Mat. xi. 25. that theſe Things 
were hid from the wiſe and prudent, and were revealed 
unto Babes; here we ſee, the Things of Salvation are 
oft hid ftom the Wite and Prudent, Men of the greateſt 
K ealon and Underſtanding, and are revealed unto Babes, 
thoſe that have the meaneſt Share of it; here, Men of 
iſdom and Prudence, are not acquainted with the 
Things of GOD, and Babes know them ; how comes 
this to paſs? they are revealed to them: This proves 
both the Inſufficiency and Darkneſs of Reaſon, and the 
Neceſſity of Revelation; 7Þor Þaſt revealed hem, and 
Jo it comes to paſs that many wiſe Men know them 
not, becauſe they truſt to their own Reaſon, which does 
not diſcover them; but Men of the meaneſt Capacitics 
know them, ſeeking to divine Revelation; ut haſt 
reveal d them to Babes: And we read 1 Cor. 11. 7. 
Put wwe ſpeak the Wiſdem of GOD in a Myſtery, &c. 
Verſe the 8th, Which none of the Princes of this 
World knew : For had they kiicewn it, they would not 
Jade crvcified the Lo R D Glory; that is, had they 
known GOD's Deſigns in ſending his Son, that it was 
for the Salvation of Man, they would not: Verſe the 
9th ſpeaks out the Weakneſs of natural Reaſon plainly, 
Eye hath not ſeen, ner Ear heard, neither have enter- 
ed into the Heart of Man, the Things «ehich GOD 
hath prepared for them that love him; here Man's 
Reaſon was ſo far from finding out theſe Things, that 
they do not ſo much as enter into the Heart; how then 
muſt they be known ? Ihe 1cth Verſe tells, GOD re- 
veals them by his Spirit; here is a ſuper-natural Reve- 
lation plainly ſpoken of, as neceſſary for our knowing 
of the Things of GOD and our Salvation: 1 Cor. 1. 
18, 19. The preaching the Creſs, is to them that pe- 
riſh Foelifhneſs; and we read it was ſo to the Greeks 
(which were the learned and wiſe Men) Fooliſhneſs, 
Verſe 23d: They knew not what to make of Cux s 
crucified, for all their Learning, Wiſdom nd Reaſon, 
it was a foolill Story to them: Nay, GOD fays in the 
19th Verſe, He zeil} deſtroy the Wiſdom of the 8 4 
that 
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that is, make their Underſtanding to appear to be no- 


thing but Fooliſhneſs as to thele Things: And Verſe 
21ſt lays, the World by Wiſdom knew not GO ; they 


thou 


and 


85 


t their Reaſon able to comprehend any Thing; 
o D's May of ſaving Sinners by JESUS Cris, 


not coming within the Compaſs of their Reaton and na- 
tural Wiſdom, therefore they rejected it; and fo by 
Wiſdom they knew not Gop: And Gon made [ie of 
preaching Ch ISH crucified, which they reckoned Fool- 
1thneſs, to be the Means to ſlave them that believe, 
Verſe the 2 1ſt: And Gal. i. xv, 16. Hut <ehen it pleaſed 
Gov, ho ſeperated me from my Mother's Womb, --- to 


reveal his SON in me, that I might 


reach him among ſt 


the Heathen; here we find Paul, a learned Man 
brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel, a Man of great 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, yet he knew nothing of 
Carisr, and Gop's Way of Salvation aright, till it 
was revealed to him by Gon; why might not Pay!'s 
Reaſon have found it out as well as any Body's, if it 
could have been found out that Way; tor he was zea- 
lous for the Law of Gon, even to Perſecution, and in 
that thought to do Gop Service; but he was miſtaken, 


till Gop reveal'd his Son in him: 


that brought Pu to GOD. 

And in the old Teſtament /d. cxliu. 10. this is a 
Pialm of David, a Man after G o 1 's own Hearr, a 
great Prophet, a Man inſpir'd, a Man of great Parts 
and natural Underſtanding, ſo as to manage his tempo- 
ral Affairs to the beſt Advantage, and to rule his K ing- 
dom juſtly and honourably ; yet we {ce what a mean 
Opinion he has of his own Knowledge, and how he 
begs of Gor tor his Peaching, Verle 10. Tran ine to 
do thy Mil for thou art my Go MD: Plal, cxix. 33. 34. 


It was Revelation 


Teal meO Los. n, the Hay of thy Statutes, gv mo, 


Underſtand''g and I foall keep thy Laws and Ver e 
tne 18th he ſays, Oper then my Eyes that I may behol | 


ci, Things out f 


thy LJ. 


We may oy 
1 


think that Dgvid had a mean Opinion of the Strengt 
ot his own Reaſon to guide him in the "Things of Keli— 
fan, for we fee how carneftly he begs for Go » 's Di. 
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24 
rection; and he ſpeaks as if he could ſee nothing of 
himſelf, or by his own Reaſon, but as if he was blind 
in this Matter; for he ſays, Open thou mine Eyes, that 
1 may behold Wonders in thy Law; this ſhews that we 
are not able to know the Scriptures aright without 
teaching from Gor; Open thou my Eyes, that I may 
know wondrous Things in thy Law. And we ſe, 
Pſal. Ixx11. 22. I was as a Beaſt before thee, ſo focliſh 
was I and ignorant ; here we lee Aſaph, an inſpired 
Man, yet how he owns his Folly and Ignorance in mifl- 
ing his Way; his Keaſon fail'd him, for he vas en- 
vious at the Fooliſh, then he ſaw the Proſperity of 
he Wicked; and 'tis plainly ſaid in Jer. x. 23. The 
Way of Man is not in himſelf, tis not in Man that 
evalkerh to direft his Steps; but it would be in Man to 
direct his Steps if Reaſon was ſufficient. And we read, 
Iſa. viii. 20 To rhe Law and to the Teſtimony : If 
they ſpeak not according to theſe Words, there is no 
Light in them ; and therefore, Reaſon may ſay what it 
will, if it be not according to Scripture it will not do. 

I think theſe Scriptures are ſufficient to ſhew the 
Weakneſs, and —— of natural Reaſon to direct 
us the Way to Heaven. 

Object. But ſome may object that Place of the A poſ- 
tle Rom. ii. 14. where he ſays, The Gentiles ⁊ hi 
have not the Laaw, (viz. the written Law) are a Law 
unto themſelves, they doing by Nature the Things con- 
tained in the Law, &c. We may ſee the Anſwer to 
this in Pool's Annot. on that Verſe; ſome might ſay 
the Gentiles had not the written Law of Go », and 
therefore could not tranſgreſs, nor be culpable in Judg- 
ment, for where there is no Law, there is no Tranigre!- 
greſſion; but the Apoſtle obviates this Objection and 
tells them, that tho the Gentiles had not the written 
Law; yet they had ſo much of the Remainders of the 
Law of Nature in them, as could tell them in many 
Things when they did well or ill; what they ought to 
do, and what not; for their Conſciences accuſed or ex- 
cuſed them, Verſe x5. and ſo they were liable to Con- 
demnation for doing Things contrary to that Light 0 0 
14d, 


* (25) 
of had, and neglecting to do what they knew they ought 
ind to do, Verſe the 12th, As many as have ſinned without 


bat Law, ſpall periſh without Law, viz. without the writ- 
we ten Law ; fo that they gat fall in Judgment, for not 
Out obeying that Light they had: But the Apoſtle is far 


nay from aſſerting, that this Law or Light they had was 
ice, ſufficient to Heck them the Way to Heaven, without 
iſh further Diſcoveries of the Will of Gop; as we ſee in 


red the Scriptures before cited. i ; 

liſſ⸗ But we muſt not think that our Reaſon is to be laid 
en aide, or that it is uſeleſs as to the Matters of Religi- 
5 of on; no, Go v expects we ſhould ute this Tallent, as 
The Well as others he has given us; for we read that David 


hat thought on his Ways and turned his Feet ro GOD's Teſ- 
n to 7imonies; he uſed his confidering Faculty, ſeriouſly 


ad, thought & conſidered, and then turned, Fg. And Gop 
Ii complains of his People for their want of Conſideration, 


nw Ila. i. 3. The Ox knoweth his Owner & thc Aſs his Maſter's 
it It Crib, but Iſrael doth not know, my Pecple doth not 4 
do. der; & it follows in the 4th Verſe, Ab ſirful Nation, &c. 


rect Sound Converſion begins with ſerious Conſideration 
of our Duty to Go p, and our Sin againſt him, our 
pol- Danger, and how to avoid it ; but Men are apt to truſt 
bie to their 0:27 Reaſon, and think zhar ſufficient to diſco- 
ae ver the Way of Salvation and the Things of Religion, 
con- without ſeeking to Gop to reveal theſe Things to them, 
to and ſo they miſcarry; for they know they have greater 
ſay Parts and Abilities than ny of their Neighbours that 
and pretend to Religion; and therefore they think, why 
1dp- cannot they diſcover the Things of Religion as well as 
Tel- they, if there was any Thing in it, but they can diſco- 
and ver no ſuch Thing as their Neighbours talk of, and 
tten therefore they reject it: Whereas many Men of mean 
the Parts, they ſee their Ignorance, and take Go D's Way, 
any I eek ſpiritual Wiſdom of him, and fo they find it; ac- 
t to cording to that Place Jam. i. 5. F any Man lack Wi. 
ex- dom, let him ask it of GOD, that giveth to all Men 
on- Lhberally and upbraideth rot; and it all be given 
171 bim; and Pſal. xxv, 9. The Heck æcill he guide in 
lad, 
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1232 » the Meek will he teach his Way; the 
umble and Lowly that ſee their own Darkneſs, and 
ray to be directed and lead by him; but Men will not 
ee their own Darknels, in the Things of Go p, (accor- 
ding to that Fph. v. 8. For ye «vere ſometimes Darkneſ, 
but now are ye Light in the LORD) and ſo will 
not come to him to be taught, and thus they miſcarry; 
whereas 'tis moſt reaſonable that the Creatures ef Gon 
Would depend on him and ſeek to him, who is the 


Fountain of Wiſdom for all that they want. 


III. Another Error of this Day is, Holding that «ex 
are juſtified befere GOD by cur own gord Works : 
Or, That theſe are the Matter of our Juſtification 
before G0 D. 

Now this I take to be a great Error and dangerous, 
as it robs Jzsvs CunisT, of the Glory of his Righte- 
ouſneſs in the Juſtification of a Sinner, and tends to 
weaken or deſtroy the Confort, and Stability of the 
People of Go p, eſpecially of the poor meas r ten- 
der ," ab whom Go p would have comforted : Souls 
ſenſible of Sin and the Corruption of Nature, the Purity 
and Extent of the Law of Go p, and of their own 
Weakneſs and Imperfection in their beſt Duties, ſuch 
can have little or no Comfort, if this Doctrine be true, 
nor can they have true and ſettled Peace of Conſcience, 
for it is by the Knowledge and Experience of the right 
Method of Juſtification, that we have Peace with Gon, 
Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by Faith ce have Peace 
ith GOD, &. but while we truſt to ſuch a poor 
imperfect, defiled Thing as our own Righteouſneſs, the 
Law and Conſcience will be always accuſing and wran- 
gling, and filling the Soul with Fears, and Uncertain- 
ties as to its Salvation: (I mean it will be ſo, where 
the Soul is truly awakened) But where the Soul is ſtu- 
pid and hardened, it's apt to thipk any Thing will 
pleaſe Go p, even the leaſt Obedience that can be. | 
muſt needs ſay, I have wondred to hear tome plead tor 
Juſtification by Works that have had as few of them as 
moſt have. 
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But then here lies the Stumbling-Block with ſome, 


Rey think becauſe we plead for Juſtification by the 


| "rar eee a z 


Kighteouſneſs of CuRISsH apprehended by Faith, that 
this ſhuts out good Works in the Heart and Converſati- 
on, and one cannot make them diſtinguiſh between 

aſtification and Sanctification; but they believe if 
good Works do not juſtify us, it Jays open a Door for 
Looſneis, and neglecting good Works, and leads to 
whereas this is a great Abuſe of the 
Doctrine and a great Calumny ; for we hold the Neceſ- 
Fry of good Works in 7heir Place, as well as the Righ- 
tebuſreſs of CHRIST in its Place; and good Works are 
abſolutely neceſſary in our Hearts and Converſation; 
tis impoſſible we ſhould be ſaved without Holineſs; 


Good Works are in Obedience to the Command of Gop, 


and honour Gon and our Profeſſion, and they are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to fit us for Heaven, but ſtill they 
have no place in Juſtification before Gop; they cannot 
anſwer the Demands of the Law, nor ſatisfy Tablice, nor 
make us or our Services acceptable to Gon, nor juſtify 
us in his Sight ; this the Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction 
of CnRISH does. We muſt have a Righteouſneſs to 
recommend our Perſons and Services to GOD, and to 
anſwer the Purity of the Law ; and this our own Righ- 
teouſneſs cannot do, it being imperfect. 

Further, this Doctrine of Juſtification by our Works, 
ſets up Man, and gives him Occaſion of boaſting; it 
promotes Pride when we think we have a Righteouſneſs 
of our own that can recommend us to GOD and juſtify 
us before him. This was reckoned a great Error in 
former Times, and the contrary Doctrine ſtoutly main- 


tain'd. Luther maintained Juſtification by the Righte- 
- ouinefs of CuRISTH apprehended by Faith, and deny'd 


good Works any Share in it ; he bravely defended this 
againſt the Pope and all his Adherents: And the 
Church of England's Articles ſay, © We are juſtified 
„by Faith alone:” The Church of England Biſhops 
have been very clear in this Doctrine, and bravely 
maintain'd 1t in former Nays; however it's come into 
contempt now. 

And 
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And Zuther plainly ſays, © If we neglect this Article 
of Juſtification, we looſe all together.” (Luther ypo; 
Gal. Chap. I. p. 14.) And indeed if a Man will hold 
Juſtification by our own good Works, it lays him open 
to abundance of Errors; but the contrary Truth guards 
a Man againſt them; it guards againſt 2 . 
cintaniſm, Arminianiſm, Quakeriſm, Deiſm, and 
Pepery; for theſe hold this Article of Juſtification by 
Works one Way or other, as far as I can ſee; and if 
a Man be found in the Doctrine of Juſtification, I do 
not ſee how he can run into any of the forementioned 
Errors, | 

I wonder how a Man ſhould 1 to Juſtification 
7 his own Works, when the Voice of the Law is, 

urſed is every one that continues not in all Things 
that are crritten in the Book of the Law to do them, 
Gal. iii. 10. as many as are of the Works of the Law 
are under the Curſe ; for it is written, curſed is every 
one, &c. and Jam. ii. 10. For <che/ſcever ſpall keep the 
whole Law, and yet fend in one Point, is guilty of 
all : One ſhould think theſe two Texts ſhould put 
down Juſtification by Works for ever. Let us a little 
confider the Extent of theſe Expreſſions : Curied is c- 
very one; every one, one as well as another, without 
e of Perſons, that continues not; we muſt not «4 
only do good now and then, but continue to do ſo; 
continue to do all Things, not ſome Things; ſome will 
hope if they do good in moſt Things, Gor will forgive 
the reſt; Aye, but if you will be juſtified by the 
Law, by your own good Works, vou muſt do all 
Things, and continue to do ſo, or elſe you will fall un- 
der the Curie : All things that are written in the Book 
of the Law to do them ; not to think them, wiſh them, 
or endeavour only to do them, but you muſt do them, 
or fall under the Curſe 3 and Jam. ii. 10. confirms and 
gives a Reaſon for it, viz. for he that offends in one 
Point is guilty f all; guilty of the Breach of, and 
liable to the Puniſhment of the Law. Here is the Caſe 
of thoſe that are under the Law as a Covenant of 
Works, and will be juſtified thereby; they mat 
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perfect, and that he merited that it 
very ſtrange; for then he muſt merit that our Righ- 
= teouſneſs ſhall have the Honour to recommend us to 
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$ulk1 the whole Law, or it cannot juſtify them, but 


tondemn them: Not but that every Man is under the 
Law as a Rule of Life; the beſt Man in the World is 
bound to obſerve the holy Law of Go p, as a Rule of 
holy Living; for we do not make void the Law thro” 
Faith, or free ourſelves from obſerving it, as a Rule of 
— GOD forbid we ſhould do fo; Rom. iii. 31. 
ut be juſtified by our own Obedience to 1t, we cannot z 
for the Law cannot juſtify us, in that it is weak thro 
perfection of our Obedience, or 
the Corruption of our Natures call'd Fleſh, Rom. 
viii 3. 
Curſed is every one that continues not in all Things; 


103 7 all: Cer- 
tainly the Law muſt be 1 ulfill'd, both in its 
Precepts and Penalties; it muſt have a perfect Righte- 
duſneſs every way anſwerable to the Purity and Extent 
of it, either from us or our Surety, or elſe it can never 
juſtify one Soul; but we muſt fall under the Curſe, 


notwithſtanding our imperfect Obedience; for curſed is 


every one that continues not in all Things, and he 
that offends in one Point is guilty of all. 
Now, as to ourſelves, no Man on Earth can pretend 
to fulfil the Law perfectly; for if wwe ſay we have no 
Sin, we deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us, 
x John i. 8. and therefore it muſt be fulfilled by our 


Sur E SUS CHRIST; (for none elſe can pretend 
to * 25 his Righteouſneſs, fo g 
fect, and every way compleat, and being wrought as a 
public Perſon, is what alone can juſtify Sinners; it be- 
ing laid hold of by Faith. This R 
ing the Law in every 


Obedience being per- 


ighteouſneſs anſwer- 
| Point, both as to doing and ſuf- 
fering; can bring us off with Safety from the Curſe of 
the Law and Tuſtice, or elſe we fall under the Curſe for 


our Imperfections. 


And for any to ſay, that Cnarsr died that our 
imperfect fincere Services ſhould 1 us inſtead of 
ould be ſo, is 


GOD 


(30) 


Gov, and juſtify us rather than his own, and fo give 
this Honour to another, to Man; and it fo, he muſt 
merit what is contrary to his infinite Juſtice 3 as tar 
as I can fee, tis contrary to the Nature of infinite Juſ- 
tice, to take up with an 1mpertect Kighteouineis, vi to 
allow of Sin or Imperfection in he Thing that juſſi- 
fies us; and tis diſhonourable to his Law, that it muſt 
truckle to our Imperfections; whereas GO D vill 
magnify his Law, and make it Honourable, Iſai. x111, 
21. and one Tittle of the Law ſhall not fail, Luke xvi, 
17. Nay if it be ſo, then he muſt purchaſe what is con- 
trary to his Truth; for the Threatning of his Law is, 
jus + is every one that continues not in all Thing: ; 
and-he that effends in one Point is guilty of all ; and 
therefore, the Law muſt have a perfect kightcouine!; 
for Juſtification ; and he that juſtifies us muſt be pertect, 
or how can theſe 'Threatnings ſtand, or be true: And be- 
fides, where has the Scripture ſaid, that CR IS has di- 
ed that our imperfe& Obedience, our new Obedierce 
wrought in us by the SyiR1T of Gop, ſhall go inſtead 
of perfect in our Juſtification ? (for even our new Obe. 
dience, that which is in us, and in which we are afliſted 
by the SrirIrT of Gop, is our own Righteouineis, as we 
are the Subjects, and the Actors of it) Indeed the Scri 
ture ſpeaks the contrary; for it calls CHRIS the 
LORD our Righteouſneſs, Jer. xx111. 6. And this is 
his Name <ehereby he fhall be called, the LO R D our 
Righteouſneſs; not our imperfect Obedience, but ur 
ball be the LORD our Kighteouſneſs; and again, 
we read Phil. iii. 9. Aud be found in him (viz. in 
CuRISsT) not having our own Righteouſneſs which ts 
of the Law; all our own Righteouſneſs is of the Law; 
and here he denies his own Righteouſneſs, and oppolc: 
it to another Righteouſneſs not of his own ; or elſe why 
does he make the Oppoſition ? But that <ehich is thro” 
the Faith of C V. k TST; that Rightcouſneſs of 
CarIisr which Faith apprehends, and not Faith itſelt, 
as a Work of ours, but as an Inſtrument, or elſe it 
would be our own Righteouſneſs ſtill, being inherent 
in us; but he Righteouſneſs of GOD * 15 * 
| 419; 


Y - 
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> give Faith; here we ſec the Apoſtle would not be found in 
muſt his own Righteouſneſs, nor imperfect Obedience, when 
as tar he comes to anſwer before Go p, but he would be 
e Jil- Found in Cur1sT; and his Kighteouinels : 2 "Tim. i. 
0¹ to 9. Who hath ſaved us not according to our Works, 
Jui. Fut according to his own Purpoſe and Grace; this is 
muſt very plain to ſhut out Works. 
will If it was not his Kighteouſneſs by the Moral Law 
. XII. which he denied, but 4 Ceremonial, then we muſt 
e x\1, ſuppoſe he ſtuck to his Moral Righteoufneis, and 
con- thought to be juſtified by that; but ſtill that was his 
ais, oven Righteouſneſs and would make the Matter worſe; 
ing; © for then he muſt put himſelf under a Covenant of 
and Works, as Adam was, and a Law which he could ne- 
ulrels f ver fulfil, and fo muſt fall under the Curle : But, if he 
ertect, denied his Righteouſneſs, both Moral and Ceremonial, 
d be- * that's what we plead for, as to Juſtification : And we 
as di- * read, 1 Cor. i. 30. That CHRIST is made of GOD 
lience unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification and Re- 
ſtead * demption; HE. is made to s Righteouſneſs, and not our 
Obe. © own imperfe& Obedience; ſo that I wonder any ſhould 
liſted talk of CHRISVH's dying to make our im erfect Ser- 
is WC vices juſtify us in the Sight of G O P, conſidering theie 
CT] ings. 
; the A Indeed when the Soul is united to Cun1sm, and 
"15 is ſo his Righteouſneſs is made ours by Faith, when the 
or Soul has received CHRIS, and becomes a Child of 
© Hr > God; then our Services tho' imperfect, are pleaſing to 
gain, 60 D, our fincere Services are grateful and acceptable 
z. in to him thro' CHRIST; as they are the Actings and 
chis Exxerciſe of his Grace in us: GO delights in them, 
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as Parents do in the little Services and Actings of their 
Children: And G O D will reward theſe poor Services 
at laſt, upon the Account of his Son 5 but not accept 
them as our juſtifying Righteouſneſs, that cannot be, 
for the Reafons above. 

And further, the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. ili. 20. There- 
fore by the Deeds of the Law, there ſhall no Fleſh be 
iuſtified in his Sight; what can be plainer; and he 
gives a Reaſon for it, For by the Law is the wy" 

edge 
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ledge of Sin; that is, the Law convinceth us of Sin con. | 


tinually, and therefore is far from juſtifying us; and in 
the 21ſt Verſe, he ſhews us what Righteouſneſs it is 
that does juſtify us, But now the Righteouſneſs of 
GOD without the Law is manifeſted ; tis the Righ- 
teouſneſs of GOD; and the 22d Verſe ſays, tis that 
Righteouſneſs of GO D which is by Faith of FESUS 
CHRIST unto all and upon all that believe ; tis the 
Righteouſneſs of CRIS＋T apprehended by Faith that 
juſtifiesz and it ſays, tis unto all, and upon all that be- 
13 not in all, but unto and upon all ; this ſhews 
that it is a Righteouſneſs imputed to us, which can be 
no other than the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST: And in 
the 28th Verſe he concludes the Matter, and ſays, Chat 
a. Man is juſtified by Faith, vi thout the Deeds of the 
Law. without them, that is, they have no Hand in the 
Matter of Juſtification, or elſe I do not know how it 
could be ſaid, it hout them: Rom. v. 19. lays, By the 
Obedience of One ſhall many be made Righteous : And we 
read Gal. Iii. 11. that no Man is juſtified by the Law, 
in the Sight of GOD, is evident; for the juſt ſhall 
live by Faith; here the Apoſtle reckons it a plain 
Caſe, tis evident; and he gives the Reaſon, the Juſt 
ſhall live by Faith; not by Works, as the Apoſtle 1ays 


in another Place, the Life that I live in the Fleſh i: 


by the Faith of the SON of GOD: Tit. iii. 5. Not 
by Works of Righteouſneſs which wwe have done, but 
according to his Mercy he ſaved us; I do not know 
what can be plainer to cry down Juſtification by Works. 


Objef. And as for what ſome object, that the A- 
ſtle by Law in theſe Places, means the Ceremonial 
1 w, and denys that Righteouſneſs which comes by 

at. 

Arſe. I will only ſuppoſe he doth, what then? 
Why, then it muſt be ſuppoſed, that he muſt hold to 
the Righteouſneſs of the Moral Law for Juſtification, 
if he do not deny that; and fo we are in a worſe Con- 
dition ſtill, — muſt be under it as a Covenant of 


Works, and ſo be ruin d by it; for who can .* 
an 
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und keep the Moral Law, which ſays curſed is every one 


con- f 5 | 
: ontinues not in all Things that are written therein. | 
ad * g — {ay that the Apoltle means only the Ceremo- | 
r nial Law is a Miſtake, for he means the Moral Law, as 
s of well as the Ceremonial Law; yea, he ſhuts out all 
Ugh. Laus from Juſtification by Works: That he means the 
| that Moral Law, as well as any other is plain; for he 
SUS Apeaks of that Law that forbids Theft and Adultery 3 
$ the on 11. 21, 22, and in the 17, 18, 19, 20, Verſes be- 
that fore, he ſpeaks of the Law; and in the 21, 22, Diſco- 
t be- vers what Law he means: (For Theft and Adultery are 
dens Morbid by the Moral Law) "Tis that Law which the 
n be Gentiles did the Works of by Nature, which could not 
d in be the Ceremonial Law: He goes on, Rom. xl. 14, 
rhat v1 to ſpeak of the Law in general, any Law; I do 
% not find that he mentions one Law or the other, 
1 the but calls it Law in general; only one may certainly 
1 know that he takes in the Moral Law, by ſuch Texts 
' Fe before mentioned and ſuch as follow, Rom. 111. 9. we 
1 we find there that the Gentiles are under Sin, by the Law 
AW, the treats of, and this muſt be the moral Law, for 
ball the Gentiles were not under the Ceremonial Law, and 
lain o could not be under Sin by it; and yet this is the 
Juſt Law he treats of about Juſtification ; Verſe 19, 20. and 
lays it was the Law written in the Hearts of the Gentiles, 
9 15 MRbm: ii. 15. which the Ceremonial never was; and 
Not we find Rom. vii. 7. it was that Law which forbids co- 
but veting, and that is the tenth Commandment of tte 
ww Moral Law: And 'tis that Law which commands us to 
rks. love our Neighbour as ourſelves, Gal; v. 14. For all 
whe Law is asse in one Word, Thon ſbalt love thy 
A. PNVeighucur as thy ſelf; ſure this was the Moral Law 
nia! that requires us to love our Neighbour as ourſelves; and 
by Nom. ili. 3 1. tis ſaid, we do not make void the Law 
thro” Faith, but eſtabliſh the Law; but the Apoſtle 
en? did not eſtabliſh the Ceremonial Law. But there is a 
to Text which makes an End of the Objection, and ſhuts 
on, aut ali Laws from Juſtification, all Works of our own' 
7 Fro every Law, Gal. iii. 21. F there had been a Law 
of WM 


even, Which could have 10 Life; verily Rig hie- 


oe 
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erfne/s ſhould have been by the Lav ; if there had been 

a Law, any Law given; which plainly ſhews ard 
1mports, there was no Law 1 tor Lite or Iuſtifica- 
tion ſince the Fall. If this does not anſwer the Objec- 
tion plainly, I know not what's plain. 

And as tor thoſe Places that ſpeak as if we were to 
be juſtified by Works, ſuch as that Rom. ii. 13. Net 
Je Hearers of the Law are Fuſt before GOD, but 
the Doers of the Law ſball be juſtiſed; this plainly 
ew who they are that ſhall be juſtified ; it's a De- 
ſcription of the Perſons, the Doers of the Law, (tor 
Faith without Works is dead) and not the bare He2;- 
ers of it, but it does not ſpeak of that which is our Jul- 
tification before GO D: Or it may ſhew, that if we 
will be juftified by the Law, we muſt do it, that 1s, 
fulfil it perfectly, which none can; and that Text, 
Math. xu. 37. For by thy Words thou fpalt be juſtinech 
and by thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned ; this ſhev.s 
the Rule of Judgment by which GOD will proceed, 
but not that Thing that juſtifies us; thoſe Perſons that 

ive their Tongues a Liberty to Evil, ſhall be con- 
emn'd, as well as thoſe that do wicked Actions; he 
ſays in the Verſe before, that of every idle Word ate 
muſt give an Account; then ture we want a better 


Righteouſneſs than our own to make us ſtand in Judg- 7; 


ment; or I know not who can ſtand, if we be to an- 
{wer for every idle Word. 
And thoſe Places in the Second ef Zames, which 
ſpeak of Juſtification by Works, there the Apoſtle 
peaks to a People that pretended to be juſtified by . 
and yet lived looſly and neglected good Works, and 
Tn he tells them, that Faith that is not accompa- 
med with good Works in the Heart and Converſation, | 
is a falſe Faith, for Faith without Werks is dead; 


good Works juſtify our Faith before others, and prove 


it to be- good; but they no not juſtify our Perſons be- 

fore GOD; and this is the Meaning in the z 1ſt Verſe, 
where tis ſaid, «ras not Abraham juſtified by Works, &c. 
his doing that Action was a clear Evidence to all that 


tis Faith was found, and that he loved GOD: And 4 
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T ſo of many orher ſuch like Places, they either ſhew 


the Rule of Judgment, how GOD will proceed; or 


” deſcribe the Perions juſtified ; or juſtify their Faith and 
” Profeſſion before Men; or elle, the Apoſtle would 
contradict himſelf, which cannot be. 


And as for the Goſpel's being a Law, becauſe Faith 


is called a Law by the Apoſtle Rom. iii. 27. is nothing 
to the purpoſe, for it means the Doctrine of Faith; 
and the eee were much delighted with the Name 
Lap, and were apt to call other Things Laws which 
hae a conſtratning Power, and 10 the Apoſtle calls 
the Operations of the Spirit in the Soul, 
* The Lawof the Se1k1t of Life in Cu ist Jesvs, &c. 
and Rom. vii. 23. Warring againſt the Laa of my 
* Mind; the gracious Principle in him; and in that 
Rom. vii. 23. the latter End of the Verſe, Sin is called 
a2 Law, the Lax of Lin. 


om. 11. 8. 


And, I queſtion not but thoſe Souls that know this 
Iuſtification by the Righteouſneſs of 


a comfortable Spring and great Support to a holy Life ; 
I muſt needs fay, I do not know how a Soul can walk 
comfortably with Gop in a Way of Holineſs without it, 
for while a Soul thinks itſelf to be nnder the Law, and 


758 * oo to fulfil it, for Life and Juſtification, it muſt 
$ 


needs diſcourage the Soul that has a right Senſe of Cor- 


| ruptions, Weakneſs, and Short-comings, for it can never 


come up to the Demands of the Law, and ſo muſt be 


5 upon the Rack with Fears and ſad Apprehenſions, and 


diſcouraged utterly (it may be) from any A ttempts; for 
where there's no Hopes of Reward the Work goes on 
heavily, for e Low worketh Wrath, Rom. iv. 15. 
expoſes Men to the Wrath of GOD by their Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of it, and worketh a Senſe of GO D's Wrath in 
the 8 becauſe of their Short-comings and ſo diſcou- 
rageth. 
But when the Soul hath a Senſe of his Juſtification b 

the Righteouſneſs of Cur 15T, & ſees that nora ki. 
ing its bewailed Short-comings and V eaknefies it hath 


2 | Peace 
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Peace with Gop thro' CurrsrT, & that Cux is r recom 
mends his Perſon and imperfect ſincere Services to the 
Faruzn, and that Cuk s u's Righteouineſs anſwers | 
the Demands of the Law fully, and the Soul being in 
CuRISs TH, fees the Law cannot condemn it, tho" its 
Righteouſneſs be very poor and imperfect. When the 
Soul gets a Senſe of this, it's ſet at liberty from laviſh 
Fears, reconciled to the Law of GO D, and loves it as 
a Rule of Life; is enlarged in love to GOD for his 
Grace and Mercy, and ſerves G O D with Delight and 
Chearfulneſs. And the more the Soul has a Senſe of 
theſe Things, the more will it delight in the Service of 
GOD. But this is a Myſtery to Nature and yet the 
Scripture is plain in the Cate, as we may fee in Kom. 
V11. 4, 6, Verſe 4th Te are become dead to the Law, Ly 
the Body cf CHRIS T, that ye ſpould be married lo 
another, even to him that «ras raiſed from the dead, 
viz. CHRIS; and for what End? rhat wwe ſhould 
bring forth Fruit unto GOD ; here we ſee being dead 
to the Law, as a Covenant of Works, and being mar- 
tied to ChRISTH, is the Way to bring forth Fruit to 
Gon; and Verſe the 6th, But now we are delivered 
from the La, that being dead wherein we ⁊rere held; 
and it follows, hat ve ſhould ſerve in _—_— of Shi. 
rit, and not in the cldneſs of the Letter; and that this 
is the Moral Law he ſpeaks of, is plain from Verſe the 
7th, Except the Law had ſaid thou ſhalt not covet : 
Here we ſee again that a Senſe of our being delivered 
from the Law as a Covenant of Works, & from the con- 
demning Poxeer of it, is the Way to ſerve Gop in New- 
neſs of Spirit, from evangelical Principles, with Life, 

Pleaſure and Activity. 25 
And this Truth of Juſtification by the Righteouſne!s 
of Cyrnsr, lies on the ſafe Side as well as others; 
for we will only ſuppoſe that good Works do juſtify be- 
fore GOD, we have hem, for we hold them abſo- 
Tutely neceſſary to Salvation; or if the Righteouſneſs 
of CyrsrT juſtify without Works, we have rhat, and 
belive it; ſo that certainly we are on the ſafe Side, for 
we have bor. But if the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS 1 
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# do juſtify, and they reject it, and will not believe 2t, 


what will become of them that reject the Thing that 
muſt juſtify them before Go D? They run a deſperatę 
Hazzard. 

would have you read Bp. Zorlos firſt and ſecond 
Letter of Juſtification, and Dr. Ohadiah Grete on that 
Subject, for your further Stability and Comfort; tor I 
do not pretend to manage theſe Subjects at large, as they 
ought to be; but give you ſome ſhort Hints, and reſer 
you to ſome judicious Pieces. 


IV. A Fourth great Error is, Deuying the proper 
Divinity of our Lord and Savicur FESUS CHRIST. 

Now in my Judgment this is a ſundamenta] Error, 
and extreamly dangerous; for it razes and ſhakes the 
very Foundations of our Religion. If Jesvs CHRIST 
be not Gon, nor of equal Power, Glory, and Digni- 
ty with the FAT HER, how could he ſatisfy infinite 
13 for our Sins? If he be not properly, truly (op, 

e muſt be a finite Creature; and how jhould a finite 
Creature make Satisfaction, for the Wrong we have 
done to infinite * What Proportion is there be- 
twixt Finite and Infinite? And fo we muſt be {till in 
our Sins, and be all ruin'd, for ought I can fee. But 
more of this hereafter. 
Further, I cannot {ce how he could Le a fit Mediator 
for us, if he be not truly GOD; for if he be a Cre:- 
ture, tho' of the higheſt Kan imaginable, yet he is 
not immenſe, nor infinite in Underſtanding, which are 
neceflary for our Mediator; or elte, how can he be 
with his People, (ſcattered abqit in the World) at aJl 
Times, and in all Places? And how could he 
know all their Wants, and hear all their Prayers, and 

reſent all their Services at once before the Farnzn ? 
Ha could he know rhe ſc-1et Groanings, and Bur- 
tnens of all their Hearts at once, and relieve them ? 
For my Parr, I cannot ſee how he could be fit to be 
our Mediator without this. One poor Soul might wan*, 
and another be ruin'd in one Corner of the World or 
other, betore he could be appriz'd of it. 
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Obect. But then ſay they GOD diſcovers this to 


hin!. 

Anſæv. How can that be? How ſhould a finite Sub- 
ject be capable of an infinite Diſcovery ? A finite Crea- 
ture, tho' the moſt raiſed, is not capable or receptive 
of an infinite Diſcovery; for how ſhould a Pint contain 
a Hogſhead ? How ſhould a finite Being be im— 
menſe, & with all Creatures throughout the * World 
at once? And beſides GOD has ſaid, he will not give 
his Glory (his incommunicable Perfections) to — A 
Or if you will {ay he can be with them all at once, and 
know all their Wants at once, then he is immenſe, and 
ſo he is Go p. The Divine Nature in CHRIST does 
not communicate Immenſity, or infinite Uuderſtanding 
to his Manhood; no, for Carisr as Man knew not 
the Day of Judgment; but theſe Things belong to 
the divine Nature of Cn ISH, and are done by him 
as GOD, and other Things are done as Man; he 
died, but 'tis the ſame Perſon, CR IS T, that does 
both ; becauſe he has two Natures in one Perſon, 

Further, if he was not properly GOD, it would be 
be but cold Comfort to his poor People in this World ; 
for then, how do we know whether he can bear with 
our Sins, and Provocations ? How do we know whether 
his Patience will hold out to bear all the Affronts and 
vile Uſages he receives even from his own People? 
How do we know but his Fountain of Grace may tail 
at one Time or other, and not be ſufficient to ſupply 
the Wants of all the poor and needy Souls in the World ? 
It his Mercy be not infinite, how do we know' that it 1s 
ſufficient for all Sins and Backſlidings? If he be not 
GOD, it would lay a Foundation 2 continual Fears 
and Uncertainties in ſenſible Souls that know what Sin 
and Wrath 1s, and what themſelves are ; for thoſe that 
queſtion not his Godhead, yet under a Senſe of Sin 
and the Spirituality of the Law, are very hardly 
brought to believe in him, and reſt upon him; and 
therefore GO D brings this Argument that he will not 
execute his Anger upon rebellious Ephraim, viz. For 
Ian GOD and not Mai, Holea xi. 9. and therefore 
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can bear with them; Oh, what a wonderful Support! 
what a Spring of Conſolation is it to a poor ſenſible 
Soul, and to all the People of Go to think and be 
aflured that Jesvs CRISH is Gon, infinite in Mercy, 
Pity, Compaſſion, Love and Jeaderneis! Oh, what 
a fteady Rock is here for Faith, that IESsuS CHRIST 
is Go Dy Almighty, Infinite in Wiſdom, Truth and 
Faithfulneis! what Safety and Comfort does this at- 
ford to the Church in this Wilderneſs State, and to eve- 
ry believing Soul! Mo/es when he pleads for Mercy, 
he tays, Let the Porver of my LORD be great, 
Num, xiv. 17. it needs infinite Patience to bear with all 


our Provocations. | 

Further, if he he not GO D how ſhould he be fit to 
be the Kuler, Governor, and Judge of the whole 
World? For it's poſſible a Creature may fail in Jui- 
tice and Righteouſnels, or Power, Ec. the Apoltle 
1ays, Rom. iii. 5. 6. 5 GOD Unrigbtecus that takes 
Yeageance? GOD forbid; for then how ſhall he 
ſudge the IVortd. 
We ſee, the fallen Angels, tho' they were exalted 
Beings, yet they fail'd; and if one exalted Creature 
tail, why may not another, tho' he be of a higher 
Rank? The Nature of Creatures are mutable. 

it he be not GOD, how ſhould he know the Hearts 
of all that vaſt Aſſembly, from Alam to the laſt Man 
that ſhall be upon the Earth? Or know all their Sins 
and Faults, 2nd make true and juſt Judgment, ſo 
as that not one Perſon or Sin ſhall eſcape amongſt that 
vaſt Throng, or be injured : I think this requires in- 
finite Wifdom, Tuftice and Power, Jer. xvii. 10. 178 
LORD fearch the Heart, T1 tiy the Reins; tor 
what? 70 give every Alan according to bis Works : So 
that Omniſcience is neceflary to him that is to be the 
Jodge. And I think we had need have a care how we 


eſſen him that is to be our ſudge at laſt; but there's 
little or no Danger of advancing him too high, ſeeing 
GOD nas commanded even his Angels to worſhip bim, 
Ieh. i. 6. And CHRIST has told us, that Je 
thought it no Robbery to be equal <rith G 9 
anc 
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end, that ll An ſhould Honour the SO N, even «; 

they honeur the FATHER; ſo that I think thets i 

is no great Danger of exalting IESuS CHRIST too high, 

1 00 but there is a great deal of Danger in Under-valuung 

il, 1 bim, and taking away his Royal Dignity as Go p. 
| 


| I ſhall according to my weak Meaſure, uſe ſome 
10 9 lain Arguments, to prove the proper Divinity of our 
WHY 7 and Saviour Jxsvs CnrisT 5 but am not qual- 
i ified to treat on this Subject, or handle it as it ought 
0 to be; 1 am far from it; only I ſhall give you my 
W's plain Thoughts, which I hope may quicken you to loo 
into ſome of thoſe worthy learred Autliors who bare 
wrote on this Subject, for a ſuller Proof of this great 
Matter. . 
1. And the firſt Argument I make Uſe of is this, 
The Scripture declares, there is no other Object of divine 
Worſhip than the one only living ard true GOD : Bu: | 


the Scripture declares FESUS CHRIST to be the Ob- * 
ject of divine Worſhip; therefore nx is the one living 
and true GOD; I mean with the Farntr and Holy, 
GUuOSrT. ä _ 
Now to prove the firſt Propoſition, That Here is uo 

1 other Objcct of divine Worſhip, than the one true aud 
10 living G O D, ſee the following Scriptures; Exod. 
With! xxxiv. 14. Thou 'fpalt wworſntp no other G O D, for 
1 0 the LORD, whcſe Name is Fealcus, he is a jealous Þ 
"WOW GOD; thou ſhalt worſhip no other GOD, this is 
. very plain, and excludes All from being the Objects of 
160 divine Worſhip, but the only true Gop: Mat. iv. 12. 
{Wl Thou ſpelt att ip rhe LORD thy GOD ard him u- 
| 0 Iy ſhalt thcu ſerve; him oN: Fxod. xx. 3. Thou 
Wall.) Halt have xo other Gods before me : Hol: xiii. 4. T hou 
0 alt have no GOD but me. I cannot tell what 
Ih. can be more plain than thefe Scriptures, to prove that 
In the only true Go p is the alore Objc& of divine Worſhip. 
Wi Now I am to prove the Second, viz. That rhe 
(NR Scriptures declare FESUS CHRIST to te 
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"A i the Object cf divine IWorfhip, and then I cannot fee 
A how one can avoid the Conſequence, viz. That 
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FZESUS CHRIST is the one living and 


GOD: The firſt Scripture I ſhall bring 18 


into the World, he ſaith, Aud let all the Angels of 
GOD trorfhip him; nt, that's Gop the FATHER ; 
the FIRST BzcorrEN is JESvs CHRIST, as appears 

lain from the foregoing Veiſes; & what ſaith he of this 


Firſt Begotten ISS CHRIST, let al} the Angels of 


GOD worſpip him; not only Men but Angels muſt 
worſhip him : John v. 25. That all Men fpculd honour 
the $O N even as they honour the FATHER; thi 
muſt needs be divine Worſhip, for it's ſuch as is given 
tothe FATHER, and ſuch as the Angels pay; and 
this is given to the So &, as the laſt Text mentions : 
Luke xx1v. 52. *tis there ſaid the Diſciples 2 
him: Acts vii. 59. And they ſtoned Stephen, calling 
pon GO D, and ſaying Lord F E SUS receive my 
Spirit; here we ſee Srephen worſhips Car1sT at his 
laſt, juſt before he died and commits his Soul into his 
Hands; he called upon Go p, and ſaid Lord Jxsvs ; 
I think this is plain that CHRIS is Go p from this 
Text, as well as that Hephen worſhipped him: 2 Pet. 
111. 18. But grew in Grace, ard in the Knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour JESUS CHRIST; t hem be 
Glory both now ard forever : Amen: Rev. v. 8. there 
'tis faid, he four Beaſts, and the four and twenty El- 
ders fell doaen before the Lamb; and this Lamb was 
CurismT; ſee Verſe the 6th, In the midſt of the 
Throne ſtoed a Lamb as if it had been flain; that is 
Jesvs CnnRisr, for he is the Lamb of Gop; 
John i. 36. He looked upon FESUS as he xvolked, and 
aid, behcld the Lamb of GOD: Rev. xiii. 8. he is 
called the LA Mn, /in from the Foundation of the 
World; ſo that this Lamb in the midſt of the Throne 
is CyR1sT; and we read the twenty four Elders fell 
down before him, that is, worſhipp'd him, ſor he was 
upon the Throre :* And Rev. v. 13. is as plain as can 
be; And every Creature «ebich is in Mader, and on 
the Earth, &c. heard I, ſayving, BlelſFrg, ard Honour, 
and Glory and Peæver be into him that ſi's upon the 
= | | Thrones 
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Throne, aud unto the Lamb for ever ang ever: Rey, 
vu. 10. And cried with a loud Voice ſaying, Salvation 


to our GOD that ſitteth upon the Throne, and wits ti 


Lamb; what could this be but divine Worſhip & Ador- 
ation, & it's given to Gop & to the Lams jointly. I de 
not know what can prove more plain that Jzsvs Cur 151 
is the Object of divine Worſhip ; and therefore he! 
the true G O p; becauſe (as 1 prov'd before) divine 
Merſhip is due to none but the true G o p. 

OGjett. But here they object, and ſay, that it waz 
inferior Worſhip that was given to CHRIS; they did 
not worſhip him as the one ſupreme G o p. 

Arſe. Then there muſt be two Gods, a ſuperior 
and inſerior God, flatly contrary to the firſt Command, 
and the Current of Scripture, which forbids worſhip to 
any but the one living and true Gop ; (as I ſaid, and 
prov'd betore :) And he will not give this Glory of 
his Worſhip to another, for he is a jealous Go » in his 
Worſhip. e 
And further, we ſee here they worſhip Gop and the 
Laws alike, for there's no Diſtinction of ſupreme and 
ſubordinate Worſhip 5 tis Salvation to our G on, and 
the LamsB without Diſtinction; and that Place, 
John v. 23. That all Men ſhould honour the S oN evil 
as they honour the FarER, ſhews the Worſhip equal. 
I know not of any inferior Worſhip ſpoken of in Scrip- 
rure: And our baptitmal Covenant obliges us to x 
V orthip of the Farnzn, Sox, and Holy SPIRIT e- 
qually and alike. 

* Ard 1I ſhall here uſe a plain Similitude, or a Suppo- 
fition, to illuſtrate the Caſe 3 viz. Suppoſe the Laws 
of any Nation enjoin, that the King ſhall wear ſuch a 
Mark of Diſtinction or Badge of Royalty, and make 1t 
'Treaion for any other to wear it, and accordingly thc 
King and no other, wears this Badge or Mark ot Dit- 
tinction; if I fee this Badge or Mark upon a Person, 
one amongſt Ten Thouſand, I mult rationally concluce 
he is the King. So the Laws and Conſtitutions of Hea- 
ven ſay, that divine Worſhip is Gop's peculiar Prero- 
gative, it's due to none but him, and they give this 
| Preroga- 
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Prerogative to Is us CurIsT, and therefore, tis moſt 


0 rational to believe nu to be True Go p. 

Le | 

51 3. A ſecond Argument which I hope will be found 
do Concluſive is this, It i5 O D's Prerogative to ſearch 
x and kn the Heart of Man ; he only knows it: But 
18 7 ESS CHRIST ſearches and knows the Heart 
me : 


of Man, therefore he is G O D. 
Now as to the Firſt, That it is GOD's Prerogative 
zo ſearch rhe Heart, and his alone, I hope I ſhall 
rove from the following Scriptures z 1 Chr. Xxviil. 9. 
For the LOR D /earcheth all Hearts and underſtand- 
eth all the Imaginations of the Thoughts; here we fee, 
tis GOD that learcheth the Heart: Jerem. xvii. 9, 10. 
The Heart is deceitful above all Things and deſperately 
evicked ; c can know it? The Anſwer is in the 10th 
Verſe, I the LORD ſenrch the Heart, I try the 


Reins ; the Heart is deceitful, &c. nh can know it? 

V that is, none can but GOD, and GOD fays, I ſearch 
l it, 2 Chron. vi. 30. For thou only knoxweſt the Hearts 
& of the Children of Af ; thou oxr.y knoweſt, Sc. 


none but thou knows it. This Text, and the foregomg 
in Zeremiah are excluſive, and plainly import, that 
none knoweth the Heart but GD. 

Now I muſt prove the ſecond Thing, viz. That E- 
SUS CHRIST does know the Izort, and” ſearch the 
Reins ; and then I hope the Conlequence will be allow 
ed, viz. That He is GOD: Mat. ix. 4. And FE- 
SUS knozeivg their Thoughts ſaid, &e. Matt. xii. 
25. Aid FE SUS knew their Thoughts and ſaid, &c. 
Luke vi. 8. Nut he knew their Thoughts and ſaid, &c. 
thete Scriptures are 10 plain I think te” need no Ex- 
E : Rev. 11.23. Aud all the Churches ſpall 
noc that I am he *ehich ſearcheth the Reins and 
Hearts; T am he which ſearches, Sr. Who is this? 
the 18th Verſe will tell you; These Tings ſaith the 
SON of GOD), «cho hath his Eves like a Flame of 
Tire; tis JesvsCnrnismT the Son of Gop that ſpeaks; 
& the ſame Perſon continues his Speech to the 23 Verſe, 
and there ſays, I aw be that ſearcherf the _—_— 
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John 11. 25. Aid needed not that any ſpould teſtify - 
Man; for be kicw what was in Alan Pi 22 47 
is CHRIST, as the 24th Verſe ſhews. I know not what 
can be plainer to prove that J=svs Cnn1sT knows and 
ſearches the Heart, and that this belongs only to Gon ; 
and therefore I hope the Conſequence is clear, the; 
JESUS CHRIST is GOD. 


Object. But here comes an Objection, viz. That Gor 
the F ATHE.R diſcover'd this to him. 

This has been anſwered before; and the Scrip- 
tures mentioned before are tpoke of CHRIS I 
Himſelf, as Go p-Ma x: He knew their Thought, 
not the FAT HN diſcovered them to him, but 
he knew them himſelf; as that Kev. ii. 23. ſhews, 


aw * 


W, 


Jam he that ſearcheth the Heart; I do it my felt, . 
the plain Meaning; I am be that docs it, I my felt 
without the Help of any other; for that Place in John 
11. 25. tells us, that he needed not that any ſhould teſtify 
of Man; why * becauſe as it follows, he knew har 
was in Man: Here's firſt a Negative, he needed not 
any other to teſtify or diſcover it; and the Reaton is, 
becanſe Te knew it himſelf: I think this is very plain 
againſt the Objection: It another diſcovered 1t to him, 
ow could he lay, I am he that ſearches, &c. and 1 
need not ary to diſcover it: And we read, John xx. 
17. Aid he ſaid unto him, LORD, thou kynceet all 
Things, thou knozeft that I love thee: Lon p thou 
knoweſt all Things, how could he know all Things, 
if he did not know the Heart before it be diſcovered 
by the FAT HRE R? for the Diſcovery of a Thing, ſup- 
feth the Want of Knowledge of that Thing betorc'1: 
be diſcovered. And thus I hope this Obje ction is fairly 
removed, 


3. Another Argument may be this, /s GOD 6. 
alone that has Porter to forgive Sins, nome can forgiv- 
Sins agairſt GOD but GOD himſelf: But FESUS 
CHRIST has Power, and did forgive Sins; rhere- 


NOW 


5 a. ö 
N e ö 


js W 1 rt ea Vw _  _ 


(45) 

Now to prove the Firſt, That GOD alone has Poor, 
A. er to forgive Sins; lee Micah vil. 18. Nis a GOD 
hat, ie unto thee, that pardoneth Ii quicy, &c. who 18 a 
1 * GOD like to thee that pardons, &c. that is, there is 
: " W none like thee in this: Mark ii. 7. Vu doth this Man 
" WW rhus ſpeak Blaſphemies, <vho can forgive Sins but GOD 
only; but GOD oxLy, here it is plain that the Zezes 
© reckon'd it Blaſphemy for any to pretend to forgive Sins 
but GOD; and they were certainly in the right, for 
who can pretend to forgive Sins againſt GOD? A Man 
cannot forgive Offences againſt his Neighbour z tis the 
Perſon offended that has a Right to forgive: This is 
the very Nature of the Thing, tis GO D's natural 
Right to forgive the Sins that are againſt himſelf; 
can a Subject forgive Crimes againſt his Prince? no ſure, 
tis the King that pardons; and if one Man cannot 
forgive Injuries done to another, how ſhould a Creature 
forgive Sins againſt his Creator. | 8 

And further, Gop aſſumes this Prerogative, Iſa. xliii. 
25. J. even I am he that blotteth out thy 77 an reli, 
&c. I, even I am he alone, that can pardon thee, tis 
my Prerogative ; & we find Peter ſent Simon Magus to 
God to ask Forgiveneſs, Acts viii. 22. Pray to God that. 
the Thoughts of thy Heart may be forgiven thee; and 
we read again Luke v. 21. Who can forgive Sins but » 
GOD alone: And where do we find in Scripture any 
that were pray'd to for Forgiveneſs of Sin but GOD a- 
lone; 4 if there had been any other that could par- 
don Sin, certainly we ſhould have found him there; 
but all the Prayers for Forgiveneſs are directed to Gon. 

[ think this Principle is ſeated in Nature, that none can 
forgive Sins but the Party offended, and therefore tis 
Blaſphemy to aſſume G O D's Right in this. 

Ohject. But did not Cu RIS give Peter a Power to 
forgive Sins? John xx. 23. Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, 
they are remitted, &c. 8 | 

Ai. This was only declarative & miniſterial, for Gop 
will not give his Glory to another, which he muſt do, if 

e gave Peter an abſolute Power to forgive Sins: & can 
any Man think that a poor Worm of this Earth can for- 
give 
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give Sins againſt his great Maker? What need Pete, 
have ſent K mon Magus to Gon for pardon, if he could 
have pardoned kim him ? As. vin. 22. our Logy 
gives him a Power to declare in his Name, that ſuch 2; 
conform to his Doctrine, and the Method of Salvation 
there laid down, ſhall be forgiven; and thus to com- 
fort thoſe that mourn under a Senſe of their Sins and 
believe and repent. 

Now to prove this Second, viz. That FE SUS 
CHRIST has Power, and did forgive Sins: Mat. 
ts. 2. He ſaid to the Sick of the Palſy, Son be of good 
Chear, thy Sins be forgiven thee; upon this the Je 
tay, this Man blaſphemeth; why? becauſe they 
thought he was no more than a lau, and yet aſſumed 
Gop s Prerogative; but he confirms the Matter in the 
sth Verſe, and aſſerts, that he had Power to forgive 
Sms, Luke vii. 47, Wherefore I {ſay unto you, her 
Sins which are many are forgiven. 48. Thy Sins are 
forgiven thee: 


Object. But here may be an Objection, eg. Did net 
Jesvs CHRIS T forgive Sins only declaritively or by 
Commiſſion from the FAT HER? | 
Arſww. No, for this would ſet him on a Level with 
his Apoſtles, which is fad indeed. JESUS Curisr' 
forgave Sins abſolutely, really, as Gop : Indeed as Mar, 
e as Mediator, he was the FATHER's Servant; but 
as God, he forgives Sins authoritatively: Math. ix. 6. 
Bur that ye may know that the Son or Man hath 
Poreer to forgive Sins: The es denied this, and he 
aſſerts his own Power, not only Declaritive, but Real; 
tis not I have Power to declare Sins forgiven, if Things 
be ſo and ſo; but he has Power to forgive authorita- 
tively : Math. xxviii. 8. All Peter is given unte mt 
in Heaven & in Earth; how could this be true if he had 
not a Power to forgive Sins of himſelf? And in the 
Place before mentioned, he ſays abſolutely, zÞy Sus are 
forgiven ; and be 4 ood Chear, thy Sins arc forgroer 
thee : And we read, Heb. v. 9. He became the Author 


eternal Salvation; the Author, & not only the Nn 
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of our Salvation; Eph. i. 9. In rom wwe have Redemp- 
tion thro" his Hlocd; the Forgiveneſs of Sins; here 


" we lee he is the Cauſe of Forgtivenels, his Blood pur- 
ws chaſes Pardons, and therefore he can beſtow them him- 
0. ſelf, he has a Right to do it who hath purchaſed. 
And further, we read that CHR ITSf gave Peter 
m. his Commiſſion, and ſo he 1s Principal; *tis the King,” 
nd + K 3 

che Supreme, that ou Commiſſions, they are ſigned 
75 by the King, done by his Authority, and 10 CHRIST 
at. giving Peter Commiſſion, ſhews his ſupream Authori- 
. 4 ty; and JESUS declares that he 1s a tellow-Worker 


with the FATHER, John v. 17, and Verſe 19. we 
read, that whatſoever Things the FATHE R doth, 
theſe do alſo the SO N; which could not be if he for- 
gave Sins only declaritively. 

And further, Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins are 
preached in his Name; he gave his Apoſtles Commiſ- 
fion to preach Forgiveneſs of Sins in his Name, Luke 
” xx1iv. 47. which he could not have done, if he had not 
been Go p; for if he had, I do nor ſee but that it 
= would have been Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of Hea- 
ren; who dare grant Commiſſions in their own Names? 
L guy to think this is Treaſon againſt the King: 
Commiſſions run in the Name of the King, and there- 
fore JESUS CHRIST would never uſurp his 
FAT HE R“'s Authority, nor grant Pardons in his 


he is GOD. Acts x. 43, Through bis Name, ccbo- 
Joever betteves in him, ſhall receive Remiſſicu cf s; 
ly this is more than only doing it declaratively; it's do- 
it by his own Authority; and therefore he is G o n. 


e; where he ſpeaks of himielf as inferior to the F A- 
THER, it muſt be meant of his human Nature, or 
as he is Mediator, or he muſt contradict himſelf, 


Places, 


- 4. Another Argument may be this, Ve rt is the 
Original, the Maker, aud Upholder of. 4} { ings ts 
G CGH: 


own Name, if it did not ou to him; and therefore 
7 
thro' his Name, as ear . and Author; and certain- 


And further, he fays I and my FATHER are 


becauſe he affirms his Equality with Go »' in other” 
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GOD But JESUS CHRIST 5s the Original, 
the 88 and Upholder of all Things; therefore he 
15 5 


Now to prove the firſt, viz. That rhe Original, 
the Maker, and Upholder of all Things is GO D, tee 
the following Scriptures ; Amos iv. 13. For lo he that 
formeth the Mſcuntains, and createth the Winds, the 
LORD, the GOD of Hoſts is his Name : Pal. 
XC. 2. From everlaſting to everlaſting then art GO 

xciii. 2. Thou art from everlaſting ; Tai. xlviii. 12. 
Jam the Firſt and the Loft : Rom. xi. 36 For of him, & 
thro hin, and to him are all Things; for of him are 
all Things; that is, as the jfr/? Cauſe and Original, 
Gor upholds all Things, Acts xvii. 28. In ht vt 
live and move and have our Beings ; as he is the Au- 
thor, ſo he 1s the Upholder of our Beings ; in him we 
live and move, and are maintain'd and upheld ; and 
Rom. xi. 36.' ſays, Of hin, and thro' him, &c. that is, 
all Things proceed from him, and are maintain'd by 
him ; thro him they are and ſubſiſt: Aud to him ert 
all Things; as the End: Heb. ii. 10. It became hin 
for whom are all Things, and by whom are all Things; 
for whom, as the End, by whom as the Auſhe, and 
Uphclder, by whom they are produced, and by whom, 
they are upheld :. He made alt Things, He 7/27 built 
all Things is GOD: Iſai. xv. 8. Thus faith the 
LORD that created the Heavens, GO D Fine 
that formed the Earth: Acts. xvii. 24. GOD that 
made the World, &c. ä 

And Abundance of other Scriptures might be brought 
for this, that the Original, the Maker and Upholder of 
ll Things is Gop ; but I reckon it needleſs to produce, 
more, this being a Principle which I beheve tew will 


But now I muſt endeavour to prove, That JESUS 
CHRIST is the Original, the Maker and Upholaer 
of all Things; and then I believe the Conſequence 
may be caſily allow'd, viz. That he is Gon. 


Now 
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Now to prove that JESUS CHRIST is the 
Original ot all Things: Micah v. 2. Whoſe goings 


| forth is from everlaſting : Col. i. 17. Hz is befcre all 


Things; Before all Creatures, as Verſe 16, and 20 
ſhew, for Thrones Dominions, and Things in Heaven 
and Earth, are called Things there; and fo Verte 20. 
reconcule all Things, Kc. 

Now if he be before all Things, he muſt be the Ori- 
ginal; if he be before all Beinys, he mult be the Ori- 
ginal of all Beings: 1 Cor. vii. 6. Aid ore Lord 
FESUSCHRIST, by whom are all Things; by 
or trom whom all Things are, as the Original: Rev. i. 
8. 11. 17, 18. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 
and the Ending, ſaith the LORD, cehich is, and 
ewhich was, and which is to come; this is ſpoken of 
Jesvs CurIsT, for it is the Revelation which Go Þ 
gave of JIxsus CuRIS1, for him to jhew to his Church; 

erſe the firſt, and Verſe the 195th and 18th ſhew plain- 
ly that it is ſpoke of CHRIS mT; ſee the 1cth Verſe, 
hn tells you, he heard a Voice like a Trumpet, 11. 
Jayirg, IT am Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the Laſt; 
he tells them what he heard, and repeats the 8th Verſe 
as what was ſpoke, and then tells you who ſpoke it; 
Then John turned to ſee the Voice that ſpake with him; 
Verle the 12th, and Verſe the 15th he tells you, he ſaw 
ore like the Son of Man, which muſt be CHAIS H; and 
he goes on to deſcribe him to the 19th Verſe, and there 
he tells you this Son of Man ſaid, I am rh? Firſt and 
the Laſt; and the 18th Verſe tells you, that it was he 
hat liveth and was dead; this can be no other than 
J=svs CnrisT, for he only was dead, it cannot he 
lad of Go DT the FATHERR, nor of any Angel; 'tis 
plainly ſpoke of TESUS CHRIST and none elſe ; and 
what is he? He is Alpha and Omega, the Beginning. 
and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt ; now what is the 
Peginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laſt, but 
the Original of all Things; none could be before 
tie Beginning or the Firſt; Rev. xxil. 13. there we 
hare it again, Tam Alpha and Omege, the Beginning 
end the End, the Tir "we the Lal; and this is ſpoke 

The 
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of Cunisr; Verſe the 12th, Behcld I ctme quickly 
that is to Judgment; that muſt be CHRIS Tf; and 
Verſe 16. 1 FESUS have ſent mine Angels to teſtify 
theſe Things; "tis the fame Perſon ſpeaking. I thin! 
nothing can he plainer than that JESUS CHRIST 
is the Beginning, the Firſt Caute of all Things. 


And that he was the Creator of all Things is plain; 
John i. 3. All Things crere made by him, and «iti01; 
him <eas not any Thing, made that was made; this is 
very plain, and needs nothing to be ſaid, only that it's 
ſpoke of ChrIisT, the WoRD;, as in the firſt Verſe: 
and the 14th Verſe confirms that this Wor D was 
CuR IST: No if it was CHRIST that made all 
Things, nothing can be plainer than that he is Gon; 
for we read over and over in Gerefis 1ſt, Gon wade this, 
and Go p made the other; GOD /aid let there b: 
Light, it was Go p that did all, and this Go D wa: 
CnR1sT ; for it is there ſaid the Word ras mode Fe- 
and dærelt amongſt us; this can be no other than Jzsvs 
CnR1sT, that was made Fleſh, Cc. Col. i. 16. For ly 
him ere all Things created in Heaven and Earth; 
(then ſure he was not created himſelt) awherher Throves 
or Deminions, Things viſible or inviſible, Prircitali- 
ries or Posters, all Things «ere created by him ; this 
is a very full Text to the purpoſe; for here it is ſaid all 
Things were created by 4 created, this Creating 
Pater can be none but Gop's: Creating is more than 
z ſimple Making; a Thing may be made of ſome thing, 
but to create, is to produce Feings out of nothing. Ce- 
ating Peer is Gop's alone, and yet we fee tis aſcrib- 
ed to CHRIST, and if CHRIST was rot 
GOD he would not give this Creating Power, this 
Glory to him. ; 

And further, here we ſee that he creates all Things 
both in Heaven and in Earth, whether Thrones or Do- 
minions, c. then 'tis certain he himſelf could not be 
created, for he creates the higheſt Rank and Order 
of Creatures (which are meant by Thrones, Pominions) 
in Heaven or Earth, and to give us further Aſſurance, 


£16 
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tis repeated again in the laſt Clauſe, a Things were 
created by him; and then he rifes higher in the laſt 
Words of the Verſe, Ad FOR Him; this ſhews 
that He 1s the ultimate End as well as the Firſt Cauſe; 
for him, for his Glory. I think this very Verſe plainly 
declares the Godhead of CHRIST, and that he 
is the Maker of all Things. 


Now to prove hira to be the Upholder of all Things z 
Reb. i. 3. Ufheld'rg all Things by the Herd of his 
Potrer, &c. I think this Clauſe does not only ſhew him 
to be the Upholder of all Things, but that that Power 
by which he upholds all Things is infinite, and the 
Power of Got 3 he upholds not only ſeme Things, but 
all Things, and that by bis Word; And 'tis his Pow- 
er, his own, not anothers: What can be a greater 
Lemonſtration of infinite Power, than upholding all 
Things by a Word? And that this 1s ſpoken of 


CHRIST is plain from the zd Verte, He Harth 


ſicken to 1s by his SON, them he hath appointed 


Heir of all Things, &c. and then comes in this 3d 
Verie, Fphcl ling all Things, &c. and the lauter Part 
of the Ver'e ſays, when he had purged our Sins; the 
ſame Perſon ſpoke of who is C. RIS T, for he 
purged our Sins, and fat down on GOD's right Hand: 
Col. i. 17. And br him all T. hings con ſiſt; or, on whom 
all Things depend ; or, by whom all Things ſtand or 
hang togerber, or are upheld: And that this is ſpok- 
en of CHRIST is plain from Verſe 14. Ii hem we 
ve Redemption thro? his Blood; and the fame Perſon 
is ſpoke of to Verſe 18. which muſt be CHRIST, 
for we have Redemption thro' the Blood of no other. 


Now J hope no one will deny, that he tha- is 
the Firſt Cave, the Maker, Upholder, and End of 
ai Things muit be G OD, as | have before ſhew'd : 
And | hope the Scriptures above plainly prove that 
JESUS CHRIST is the Beginning, the firſt Cauſe, 
the Maker, and Opholder, and End of all Taings; 
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and then think the Conſequence muſt be, th | 
G © b. , 5 


Oljectk. But if any make Objection, vis. That 
CHRIST made the World as the FAT HE k'; 
Agent. 

Af. That JESUS CHRIST was the FATHER' 
Servant as Man, as Mediator in the great Work ot ke- 
demption, we own and conteis 3 but that he was 10 as 
GOD, or in the Work ot Creation, we deny; tor 
Creating Power is a Demonſtration of the Godlicad: 
Rom. 1. 20. For the inviſible Things him from (he 
Crea ion of the World are clearly ſeen, being under. 


ſtood, by the Things that are made, even ht eter nl 


Porzer and Godhead; and Amos iv. 13. Fer I. he tht 


formed the Mountains, the GOD of or gi ts his Nane; 


{0 that the eternal Power and Godhead is ſeen in the 
Things that are made, and CHRIST himſelt made 
theſe Things by his own Power, he created them, (as 
above z) and 'tis ſaid by whom all Things conſiſt; by 
whom, that is by CHRIS T himielt; by his own 
Power, and upholding all Things by the Word ot his 
Power; whoſe Power? CHRIS T's Power, his own 
Power and not another's; or One can underſtand no- 
thing: All Things were created by him; by himzeit, 
not as G O D's Agent, but as a Co-Worker, working 
together with the FATHEK ; Gen. 1. 26. Let us male 
Man ; there the Perſons in the Trinity ale ſpoke of as 
Co-Workers, Let us; for what the FATHER dcth, 
that doth the SON, John v. 19. and 10 that Place 
Heb. i. 2. y <ebom he made the Worids, is to be un- 
derſtood; for it cannot be underſtood of CHRIST as 
GOD's. Agent, becauſe an Agent is employ d by aro- 
ther, and 10 is a ſecond Caule in this Cate: Whereas, 
I hope it plainly appears by the Scriptures above-mentt- 
oned, that CHRIST is the firſt Caule ; but certain- 
ly an Agent is a ſecond Cauſe: And beſides, an Agent 
does not uphold all Things, nor are they made for 
him, 8 is proved of CHRIS 8 All Things were 
not only made y him, but for him Barthes 


ther ö 


. 


Further, he cannot be GO D' s Agent, for then he 
muſt be another Eeing, a ſeperate Being, and io there 
muſt be two Gods. 

When the World was made there was no ſuch Thing 
as CHRIST's declaring he did it in the Name, and by 
the Power of the FATHER ; or that he did it as his 
Agent, and diſclaim'd his own Power, but quite the 
contrary : "Tis all abſolute, as you may ſee Gen. i. 3 
GOD ſaid let there be Light, and there was Light, 
Gov ſaid and it was, and GOD called rhe Light Day, 
Kc. and GOD ſaid, let there be a Firmament, and 
GOD ſaid let the Earth bring forth, and it <eas ſo ; 
here is, Go Þ ſaid, and it was; this is the Manner of 
the Cieation 3 and I think this a Proof of CHRIS T's 
being Go Dp. CHRIST's Apoſtles declared, they did 
what they did in his Name, in CHRIST's Name, and 
they would not have done ſo if he had been an Agent 
only, they would not have made him Principal : Here 
15 no room for an Agent, for GOD jpeaks, and the 
Thing is done, he commanded and it ſtood fait; fo 
that I hope this Objection is fairly remov'd and the Ar- 
gument ſtands ; for Agents are ſecond Cauſes, and muſt 
be ſo in this Caſe eſpecially, but CHRIST the firſt : 
And further, GOD created the World out of nothing, 
but an Agent or Initrument cannot operate or work up- 
on nothing: And 'tis almighty Power that made the 
World; Ram. i. 2c. but almighty Power cannot be 
communicated to a Creature or Agent. 

5. Another Argument to prove CHRIST to be pro- 
perly GOD is this, viz. rhe Scrinures in abundance of 
Places call him GOD at: lutely ; and if the Scriptures 
ſay he is fo, I hope we ought to believe them: I ſhal! 
mention ſome Scriptures which I think plainly declare 
him to be Go D: Tit. ii. 13. Looking fer that bleſſed 
I be, and the glorious Avenring of rhe great GOD 
ava our Srviour FESUSCHRIST); here IEsus 
CnR15T is called the Great Gop: Acts. xx. 28. Fred 
Church of GOD «hich he hath purchaſed =cith 
his wn Blood; here's the Church of G Op which He, 
that is, he that is Go p hath purchaſed with his own 


D's . Blood; 
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Elood; and this can be none but CRI 5 Cnnrs, 
lia«ing two Natures Gor and Man, his Mas Hocd died 
and bled, and his Gcdhead put a Value into his Suf- 
terings; and in this Verie his Gedpead and Mas hecd 
are flainly tet forth ; Feed the CHch of GOD, thee's 
his divine Nature; , be bath purcheſed with vis 
own £l*cd, there's his human Natbie; tis JESUS 
CHRIST that hath purchaſed his Church, Sc. and 
Le is called Go p juſt before: Heb. i. 8. ut unte 1e 
SON he ſaith, thy Throne 0 GOD, is for ever nd 
ever; here Gon the TATHEK calls his Son GON, 75 
Three O GOD: And ubhere is it ſaid O GOD, bit 
of the living and trve Gon? Thy Throne O GOD, 
ablolutely: Rom. ix. 5. Whoſe are rhe FATHER, 
and of ecm as corceritrg the Hleſp CHRIST came, 
echo is ever all, GO D Lirffed fer ever, Amen; hee 
are the two Natures of CHRIST as plainly expreſs'd as 
can be, as cor cerntig the Fl CHRIST c:me ; there is 
his human Nature; and then his Godhead is as plainly 
expicis'd, <rbo 75 cover all, GOD lirfted for ever: 1 
know not what can be plaintr; CHRIST came, at 
is over all, GO D Uleſſed forever. 

AQs vii. 59. Ad they ſtored Stephen calliig pen 
60 D, ard ſig'rg, Lord JESUS receive my Spirit ; 
here he is firſt called Gor and then Lord Irsus: John 
i. 1. In the Beginning <cas the Word, asd the Mord 
was wirh GOD and the Word vas GOD; row 
that the Nord is meant CHRIST, is plain from the 
14th Veiſe, die Word eras made Fliſh ard detilt 
among us; this could be no other than CHRIST, for 
he was made Fleſh; and in the latter Part of the Verſe 
he is called ze orly begerter cf rhe FAT HER; this 
can be nore but CHRIST; well, the WORD 
CHRIST is GO D, as in the iſt Verſe; aud rhe 
Word «zas GOD; what can be plairer? If, ix. 6, 
Urro us a Child is born; and what muſt this Child be 
c:Ned ? It follows, his Mme ſhall be called IV de- FA 
Courſellor, the Mishty Ged, the everlaſting Father, &c. 
now this 1s ſpoken of Cyn15T ; (and I think it would be 
Blaſphemy to give ſuch Titles to any cther than 5 5 

| N 


. 


here he is called the Mighty Gon, not only Gon, but 
the Mighty Gor: John xx. 28. And Thomas aid un 
to him, ny LOR D and my GOD); this was CunisrT, 
as is plain from the 25th Verſe, my LOR V gd my 
GOD: Themas plainly declares him to be Gon in 
this Verſe ; and there's that Place 1 %% v. 292. con- 
firms all, and tells you 74s #5 the true GO D and eter— 
ne Life, ſpoken of CHRIST), as the Words before 
ſhew, ted hs know that the Son of Gor is rome, and 
hath given us an Underſtanding to Rnow him that ts 
Trur, and we ore in him that is Tiue, even in his Son 
JESUS CHRIST; and. then it follows, %s 7s 
te true GOD; not a ſeeming, nominal God, not 
a falle God, but the zrve Go p. 

Several other Scriprures might be brought which de- 
clare TESUS CHRIST to be GOD, but I think 
theſe ſufficient, and plain enough; and if the Scrip- 
tares thus plainly declare him to be G O D, we may 
lately beheve him to be ſo. 


Object. But here comes an Objection to invalidate 
the Force of the above Scriprures, viz. He is GON 
only by Office, by the FATHEK's Commiſſion; by 
Oikce, as Magiſtrates are called Gods, Plal. Ixxx11. 1. 2. 
Ile judgeth amongſt the Gods; and Verle 6. I Have 
aid ye are Geds. 

A. But this will not do, "tis too weak to 1nvali- 
Cate the Force of thote Scriptures ; for where any are 
called Gods that are not properly ſo, one may cee 
perceive it at the firſt View, there is tome deminiſhuing 
Character follows, as in that Pfu). Ixxxli. 6. 7. I Vas, 
{ard ye are Gods; but then the 5th Verſe ſays, Hut 17 
die ike Men; and Ifa. xli. 23. ſpeaking of Idol 
Gods, he fays, or challenges them to ſhew the Things 
that are to come, Tint 5 may knew that they ar” 
Cds; if ye be Gods let's fee you foretel Things, that 
Jon may prove your {elves ſo; and the 24th Verſe lays, 
beh*ld ve ar? nothing. And when F141 is called 5% 
G9! of this Myorid, 2 Cor. iv. 4. and the Prince of 113 
Porter of the Ar, Eph. ii. z. it follows, /hat <rorks 
14 571 


(56) 


1% the Children of Diſcbedience ; we may eaſily perceive 
them not to be the true Go D, (for the Scriptuie 18 10 
wiote to deceive us) but where do we find any Cods 
by Off ce to hase ſuch Titles, ard ixoken of in ſuch 
Manner as CHR 1 mT is? M bere do we find any ſuch 
Expreflions from the Father concerning them, as that, 
re O GOD, and the Aighiy GON, ard 
GOD cer all Ueſffed forever more, and his is ts 
Je GOD? No, we may perceive Gods by Ofce 
caſily diſtinguiſhed, ard every thing that's called God 
improperly, is ſroken of after another Manr.er than 
Custer. | IT, 

Further to talk of Jzsvs Cunisr being a God by 
Office is ſtrange, for then he could not be a Grd before 
he was inveſted with that Office, and muſt ceaſe to be 
ſo when it ends, which is a God indeed! 

Fvrtker, he cannot be a God by Off ce only but muſt 
be Go p by Nature, for he created all Things, even 
the higheſt Feings, he created all the moſt exalted Ciea- 
tures. If te be not Go p by Nature, the True G o p, 
He muſt be a Creature, tho never ſo exalted ; but he 
is ſaid to create the moſt exalted Creatures, Col. i. 16. 
For ly him rere all Things created that are in Heaven 
& Forth, «whether Throwes, Deminicns, Pri; Cipobinies, 
or Peters; all Things were created by him, all Things 
both in Feaven and Earth; Throres and Domimors, 
which muſt include the moſt raiſed Creatures, and tho!e 
were all created by him, and therefore he cannot be 
a Creature; he created all thoſe that are called (ods 
by Cfce, and every thing elie, ard therefore muſt be 


the ye Gov by Nature,” I think this is very plain. 


But further, he muſt be Gop by Nature, and not by 
Office, for he has the incommunicable Perſections ot 
Gor aſcribed to him, which is Blaſphemy to afcrite 
to any but the 77704 Gor, He is Almighty, Rev. 1. ©. 
J am Alpha ard Omega, the Beginning ord the 
Ending, faith the Lerd, «hich is, and <ehih <5, 
and which is to come. The Almighty, ſpoken ©: 
CurisT: Verſe 17, 18. as explain'd belare 3 #06 


1 


Heb. i. 3. LUyhelding all Things Ly the Word of has 
ary: Here is Eternity, Immutability, and Al- 
mighty Power aſcrib'd ; the Alpha and Omega, here 
is Eternity; his Immutability, «rich is, and ich 
eras, 7 rieb is to come; that is, always the 
ſame; and the Almighty, ſhews his infinite Power. 
And again, Rev. xxu. 13. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the Beginning and the End; ſpoken of CHRIST, 
Veri'e 12, 16. Micah v. 2. Wheſe Goings forth 
have been F eld from everleſtirg; the Margin is, 
from the Days of Eternity 5 ſpoken of Cnrism, 


Further, he is Infinite or Immenſe, in all Places at 


once, Math. xviii. 20. For here Teo or Three are 
gethered in my Name, there am I in the Aſidſt of them : 
"There am I in the Midſt of them; how could he be a- 
mongſt his People when gathered together in ſeperate 
Congregations all over the Earth? How could he ay, 
am in the Midſt of each of them, if he was not in all 
Places? Math. xxvili. 20. Lo I am *eith you alarays, 
even to the End of the World; how could he be thus 
with his Miniſters always and in all Places, to the End 
of the World, if he was not immenſe? For his Miniſ- 
ters are ſcattered up and down the World, ſome in one 
Place, ſome in another, at vaſt Diſtances. 

Further, his Underſtanding is infinite; John xxi. 17. 
LORD thou knoxeeſt all Things, &c. Rev. ii. 23, there 
we find he ſearches the Reins and Heart, which is 
Gop's alone Prerogative, as I have ſhewed before: 
John xvi. 30. Now «re are ſure that then knoæreſt all 
Things, and needeſt not that ary Man fpould as thee, 
{y 1115 «ee believe that thon comeſt forth from GON: 
One Place ſays he knew all Things, the other faith, 
they were ſure he knew all Things: John 11. 24, 25. 
there *ris ſaid, He kneww all Aſen, and needed not that 
any fooutd tefizfy of Pan, for be knew what aas in 
Man; how could this be? If his Underſtanding was 
rot Infinite how could he know what was in all Men? 


And that he is unchangable, ſce Heb. i. 12. They halt 


be changed but the art the ſame, aud thy Tears ſpall 
rot fail; Heb. xiii. 8. JESUS CHRIST de /ame 
Teftrrgny 
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Teſterday, ro Day, and. forever; that is the Time paſt 


reſent, and to come; he is the lame, he is unciuanog- 
ble: Now in the Scriptures above we find that JESUS 
CHRIST is eternal, almighty, immenſe, infinite in 
Underſtanding, the Scarcher of Hearts, and Urchane. 
able; all which are Gop's incommunicable Per. e&10;s, 
and therefore tis Blaſphemy to aſcribe them to any bit 
the True Go p, therefore Jzsvs ChRISTH is the tie 
Go p, and not a God by Cffice deputed by tic } ;. 
THER, I think this utterly overthrows this Notion cf 
Cnx1sT's being God by Office or Peputation, or bis 
acting as his Father's Agent or Inſtrument, for tis 
Blaiphemy to aſcribe the incommunicable Per{eQions of 
Gor to any ſuch ; no Creature, no not the high ell i. 
maginable, none but the One ever bleſſed and Tric 
Gon, can claim theſe ; Ifai. xlii. 8. His Glory be gi 
not give to another, nor his Praiſe to graven Imcecs : 
and thereſore the Scriptures before mentioned, where 
CrnnisT is called God, muſt needs be meant of him as 


God by Nature, the True Go p. 


6. I ſhall now endeavour to prove that JES Us 
CHRIST is Ore GON, with the FATHER 
ard Holy GHOST), of the lame Fence. 
And the firſt Scripture I ſhall make Uie of is this, 
John x. 30. [aid ny FATHER are Oe; in the 
28th Verſe ke ſays, none ſhall pluck his Shcep out ot 
his Hands; and in the 29th Verſe he tells us, none are 
able to pluck them out of his Fa rnhRHR's Hands; and 
that they might not think him and his Farurr two 
ſeperate and divided Peings; and to confirm his Feo- 
ple in the Felief of their Safety, he ſays in the <cth 
Verſe, I and FATHER ore One; not only in 
Intereſt, but in Fence ; for the Ver'es before treated 
of his Ability to keep his Sheep, and this confirms the 
Matter, I a, wy FATHER ware Ore; One in H. 
ſence, for if he be One with the FATHER in Power, 
the Power of the FAT H EK is infinite, and {o the 
SON '% muſt be likewiſe; if he be one with bim in 


that, there is no infinite Power but GO, ard ſo + 
i, mM Vas 


| uſt be One with the FATHER in Eſſence; and 
| the Jeces underſtood this Place in this Senſe, for when 
be aid I and the FATHER are One, they ſaid he 
Foke Blaſphemy; RE, (as they ſuppoſed) being only 
| iſt, made himſelf Gop, in ſaying he and his Farber 


(59) 


are One; this is very plain that the Zewvs underſtood 
him that he meant one in Eſſence, and I hope other 
Scriptures will confirm it: John xvi. 15. Ai Things 
that the FATHER hath are mine; in the iat 


| Verſe he told his Diſciples that the S HHR IH ſhould 
take of his and f}.ew it to them; and the 16th Verſe 
tells them, that it is as much as if he had ſaid, he 


ſhould take of the FAT HER's and ſhew it unto them; 


| Therefore ſaid I, that he ſhall take of mine and bed it 
| wnto yon; for all Things that the FAT HE R hath 
| cre nine; if I ſay he ſhall take of mire, it's the ſame 
s if 1 had ſaid he ſhall take of the FATRHER, for we 


are one, and therefore al Things that the FATHER 


* bath are mine; Now if he were one with the F A- 


THER only in Conſent, or Power, or Will, Sc. 


{ how could he fay all Things that the FA n EA bath 


are his? If he were one in this or that only, then the 


| other Attributes or Perfections of GO D could not be 
{ his, but all that the FATHER hath being his, he 


10 One in Eſſence. 
{ think this plainly confirms the firſt Text in that 


Sen'e, ſohn xiv. 9. He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 


the FATHER ; how conld this be, if the FATHER 
and him were not One? But let us confider the 8th 
Verſe, Philip ſays, LORD foro us the FATHER, 
«xc. Jesus anſwers, have I hen fo lung <eirh you, and 
oft rhou not known me, Philip? JESUS CHARAISr 
peaks like one ſurpriz'd at Philip, that he ſhould 
Know him no better than to ask him to ſhew him the 
FATHER, when he himſelf had been ſo long with 
them, as if he had faid, P4}ip doeſt not thou know 
that I and my FATHER are one, and that thoſe 
that ſee me tee the FATHER ? for we are not diffe- 
rent Beings, I do not know what's the Sei ſe if this be 


bot, 
And 


1 
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And again ſays our LORD, John viii. 19. / ze 1 
Rnorem me ye world have known my FATHER // 
John v. 19. The SON can do nothing of himſilj, bit 
<ehat he ſeeth che FATHER do; for «hai/cerc 
things he dcth, theſe alſo dorh the SON: The SGN 
can do nothing of himſelt, becauſe he is one with the 
FATHER, and there ode what the one doth, the other 
doth ; for tis ſaid, whatſoever the Father doth the Son 
doth; whattoe er, that is, there's nothing that the Fi- 
ther doth, but the H as G OD likewite doth, they 
being one Eſſence, and ſo are Co-V\ orkers ; but if they 
were two ſeperate Feings, the one would differ in fone 
Work from the orher. John xiv. 10. tis ſaid, e PA- 
THEK that dæelleth in CHRIST, Ye gorb the Works; 
and John v. 19. ſays, For *charſcever rhe FA'L HER 
aoth, that alſo doth the SON; and the 21ſt Verte 
lays, That as the FATHER raiſes the Dead ard 
guickens them, ſo the SON quickens «hom he ill ; 
and the 22d Verſe ſays, That hee FATHER þas com- 
mitted all Fudgment to the SUN: And the Conle- 

uence is in the 23d Verſe, That 21 Men ſpenld honear 
the SON even as they honour the FATHER ; for he 
that honours not the SON honcurs not the FATHER: 
Sure theſe Expreſſions hold forth Oexe/s and Equality; 
and John xiv. 10, 11. JESUS ſays, #elieveſt then not 
that Tam in the FATHER, and the FATHEFR in me ? 


Verſe 11. Believe me that I am in the FATHER, d 


the FATHER in me; and therefore how ſhould ore 
do Works and not the other, when they are in one ano- 
ther, even the ſame Being; Tom in the FATHER, 
and the FATHER in me; here are two diſtinct Per!ons 
in one Eſſence, here's 7 and my Father diſtisguiſſ ed 
and not divided, but one Eſſence, for one 1s in the o- 
ther ; and therefore CHRIST ſays that he ſpeaks not 
of himſelf, but his FATHER does the Works, Verſe 
10. and in John v. 19. tis ſaid, The SON does ol 112 
the FATHER dorh; what the SON doth the Fa- 
THER doth, and one cannot do without the other; 
and the one is in the other, the Father in the H, and 
the Son in the Father; that is they are One. Here wn 
1 


(61) 
two diſtin Perſons in one Eſſence, the FATHER 
and SON. | 

but there's that Text 1 John v. 7. is moſt clear to the 
Purploe, to prove the three divine Perions, in one undi- 
vided Godhead ; viz. For there are Three that bear 
Kecord in Heaven, the FATHER, the WORD, and 
;he Holy Guos r, and theſe Three are One; this is 
very plain, for here are the three Perſons mentioned, and 
tis allerted that theſe Three are One, as plain as 
words can be. But here our Adverſaries tell us, that 
dus Verie is not Genuine, but thruſt in by ſome Body 
without divine Authority, becauſe it's left out and is not 
ncected in many ancient Manuſcripts; but what then? 
A Mr. Poole lays on the Text, tis ſufficiently demon- 
{rared by many other moſt ancient Manuſcripts or Cop- 
ries; and if it was by Careleſſneſs or ill Deſign left 
ont in tome, others have it; and becauſe it's left out 
in {ome, why ſhould that ſhake the Authority of the 
other more Ancient? | 

{| think it js a bold Stroke at the Authority of the 
&criptures, to think that Gop would ſuffer any to thruſt 
a whole Verte of ſuch Importance into the ſacred Scrip- 
ties without his Authority; for if one be thruſt in, why 
may not others? And ſo ſome Texts might be thruſt 
in at Grſt for ought we know, and ſo we may come to 
that pa's, as not to know what is of divine Authority, 
2nd what not; and 1o not to know what to believe: 
2nd certainly he muſt be a very hardened Wretch that 
firſt put it in if he had not divine Authority for it, for 
be muſt bring upon himſelf all the Curſes in the Bible, 
tor adding to the Word of Gop: Deut. iv. 2. Je ball 
ot add unto the Word which I command you, neither 
mel you diminiſh ought from it: Prov. xxx. 6. Add 
Het not unto his Words, left he reprove thee, and thou 
ve found a Liar: Rev. xxii. 18. For T teſtify unto eve- 
ry Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy of this 
Leck, if any Man ſpall adduunto theſe Things GOD 
Hell add unto him the Plogues that are toritten in this 
Z. And I think no good Man could thruſt this 
Verie in, for he muſt then wilfully and deliberately 
commit 


| ( 62) 
commit a known heinous Sin, which without Reren. 
tance ſends him to Hell; and if he does repent, then ke 


will diicover the Fraud and confeſs his Guilt ; or how 


can his Repentance be ſaid to be true and genuine? 
And further, if a Man read the Place without Preiy. 
dice, I think the foregoing and following Verſes wi 
ſhew that the 5th Verie is genuine; the latter Part ct 
the 6th Verſe is, Adit is the SPIRIT hat bearer; 
tu, becauſe the SPIRIT is Truth : Then comes 
in the th Verſe, For there are Three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, he Word, and the Holy Ghoſ!, 
and theſe three are Ore : And then the 8th Verle {ay;, 
Aud there are three that bear Fitneſs in Earth, ile 
Spirit, the Water and the Blood; and theſe Tire 
agree in one. Thus read them together and they ate 
harmonious, agreeable and full ; but to read the 4) 
Verſe and leave out the th, and begin the Sth imme— 
diately after the 6th, there ſeems to be a plain Want or 
Vacancy ; and ore cannot underſtand the 8th Verſe fo 
well without the 5th Verſe, for he begins the 8th Vert 
with And, which joins fitly with the 9th Verſe, but 
not ſo fitly with the 6th ; there ſeems to be a Vacancy 
and fomething wanting. 

And beſides, I know not why any Man flould rn 
ſuch a de'perate Hazzard for to put it in without Au- 
thority, for the Truth it contains may be maintain'd 
without it; and I cannot believe the Enemies of that 
Truth it holds forth, would put it in without Authority, 
fot it's directly contrary to their Judgment; but if they 
found it of divine Authority, and put it in on that Score, 
then it's genuine and right as it is. For my Part, I hearti- 
Iy believe it to be as genuine as any other Scriptue; 
for it looks to me to come with the ſame Stile, Air and 
Majeſty, as the reſt of the Scriptures. And for wh. 
they object againſt the latter Part of the Verie, 206 
three are Ore, I ſuppoſe ſome ſay One in Witdom, 0r 
Power only; well admit it to be fo, Gon is infnire in 
Wiſdom and Power, and if CnrisT be ore in tro'e 
reſpects, he muſt have infinite Wiſdom and Power, and 
ſo be Gop ſtill: Others I ſuppoſe ſay he is One 16 In. 


{ 
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tereſt or Deſign with the FA THEN, and not in Eſſence; 
but how do Tis prove that? it's one Thing to ſay a 
Thing 15 10, and another Thing to prove it to be fo: 
| think the Scriptures I have before brought to prove 
him to be one Being with the FATHER, ſhew a 


great deal more than One in Conſent and Peſign; for 


they prove that what Thing one doth, the other doth ; 
and that one cannot do a Thing without the other ; 
that he that ſees and knows one, ſees and knows the o- 
ther; and that one is in the other, that the FAT HER 
is in the Son, and the Sow 1s in the FATHEE ; and 
Jzsvs Cux 1s r ſays all that the FA THER hath is his: 
Its ſtrange then they ſhould be one in Intereſt or Peſign 
only, I know no Scriptures that prove any ſuch thing. 


Further, I think the above Scriptures muſt be under- 
ſtood of the Son's being one Eflence with the FaTrza ; 
or elſe we muſt have two Gods, contrary to the Scriptures, 
& eſpecially thoſe Places ; Hai. xlv. 5. I am the LORD, 
and there is none elſe, there is no GOD beſides me; and 
Iſai. xliv. 8. ZBefides me there is no GO D, I know not 
any, or to that purpoſe ; and the 6th Verſe ſays, beſides 
me there is no GO D: Deut. iv. 39. Know therefore 
that the LORD is GOD in Heaven and on Earth, 
there is none clſe. Now Jxsvs ChRISTH is called Gor 
abſolutely in many Places, (as I have before ſhewed) 
and Go p commands that divine Worſhip be given to 
the Sox as well as the FATHER ; therefore if Ixs vs 
Cunts be not one GOD with the FArRHER, the 
ſame Eſſence and Being, we muſt have two Gods: I 
cannot ſee how it can be otherwiſe; for the So w and 
Holy Gros are repre{ented in abundance of Places in 
the Scriptures as Perſons and as diſtin& Perſons ; parti- 
cularly John xv. 26. ſhews the EAT HER, the Sox and 
Holy Gnos r diſtinctly ſpoken of as Perſons, as plain as 
can be, We read Phil. 11. 6. That CurisT thought it 
1% Robbery to be equal with GOD; and this Equality 
mult be either in ſeperate Beings or in the fame Being; 
if in ſeperate Beings, then we have two Gods; but if 
in one Being, then we have what we plead for; nay, 

we 
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we ire baptized into the Name of the FAT HER 
SON, and Holy GHOST cqually and alike, de 
are baptized into the Name of theſe Three that 1s in. 
to the Worſhip and Service of the FATHEK, SC, 
and Holy GHOST; and theretore if the e Ihre be 
not One GOD, we muſt jerve three Gods; if they be 
not One they muſt be 'Three, and then we ſhall mult. 
ply Gods indeed. 

And further, I hope I have fully proved that divine 
Worſhip is due to CHRIST from ſeveral Places; aid 
that the FATHER commands to worſhip and honour 
him as we do himſelf; and further, I have brought 
Seriptures that ſtrictly forbid divine Worſhip to be given 
to any but the only living and true GO D, as the fiſt 
Commandment, Sc. Now if the SON with the PA. 
'THER and Holy GHOST be not that one living and 
true GOD, the Commands flatly contradict one another, 
which cannot be, therefore they are One GOD, one in 


Eſſence. 


I ſhall now endeavour to take ſome more Objections 
out of the Way, and anſwer ſome Scriptures that they 
bring againſt us, which ſeem to be oppoſite to this Doc- 


trine of the Godhead of JESUS CHKIST. 


Objett. If any object how ſhould two or three be 
One? This is Nonſence and contrary to Reaſon. 


It may be in this Caſe above Reaſon, but not con- 
trary to it; 'tis moſt reaſonable that poor, finite, fallen 
Creatures ſhould believe what GOD reveals to be, tho 
we cannot tell how it is: For when the Diſciples were 
at a loſs, when CHRIST ſpoke of the Camel going 
through the Eye of a Needle, the Diſciples were es- 
ceedingly amazed, and ſaid, ho then can be fate! 
Math. xix. 24, 25, 26. they could not comprehend it, 
(but they did not ſay they would not believe it) and 

ESUS did nor tell them how it was; but anſwers, 

irh Men this is impoſſible, but crith GOD a,. 


are poſſible : ls it not moſt audacious Pride and ns 
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gance, for a Creature to believe nothing of his Creator, | 
(tho' he lainly reveals it) but what he can compre- 
hend? How ſhould a finite Creature comprehend an 
infinite Being? Tis our Bufinels to adore what we can- 
not comprehend, the Scripture ſays, here is no ſearch- 
ing of his Underſtanding, Tia. xl. 28. But theſe Men 
will ſearch out his Underſtanding, they will underſtand 


how Things arc that he reveals to be, or they ll not 


believe them; tis moſt reaſonable that a Creature 
ſhould believe his Creator, . tho' he cannot fathom how 
the Matter 1s: We believe an honeſt Man upon his 
Word, often; when we cannot tell how he will bring 
the Matter about; he _ know how, tho' we at 
preſent do not: If no Man know the FA HE R but 
the Son, nor the Son but the FA THER, (/Marr..x1. 27) 
we ought to acquieſs in what he reveals of himſeltf. 


We may as well ſay how ſhould this wide maſſy World 
be made out of Nothing? and ſay we wilt not believe 
this, for we cannot tell how 1t was; we may. as well 
not believe Eternity, and ſay it's contrary to Reaſon to 
lay any Being is without Beginning and End; for Rea- 
{on cannot comprehend this. And likewiſe the Reſur- 
tection of the ſame Body, after it has been dead ſo 
many thouſand Years, and changed into ſo many diffe- 
rent Forms, and ſcattered up and down, being turned 
into Duſt, ſome eaten by Fiſh, others devoured by 
Wild Beaſts, others burnt to Aſhes, how this fame 
Body ſhall riſe again we know not ; but it will rife : 
And if we will not believe theſe Things, for ought I 


ſee we muſt turn down-right Heathens. Many Things 


in Nature car not be found out how f y are, but yet 
they are for all that: If our Maker reveal a Thing, 
that zr #5, it's enough; what have we to do with how 
it is if he do not reveal how? Are not the Soul and 
Body two different Things? and yet they are but one 
Man; and we know not how the Soul is in the Body, 
and ſeveral Things about it, and yet it is fo. _. 
Me cannot pretend to knov; how the divine Perſons 
ae Three and yet but one Being, but Go p having 
_— reveal'd 
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reveal'd that it is ſo, is enough; we do not ſay that 
they ale three ſeperate and divided Beings, but that 
they are three diſtinct Perions in one Godhead ; diftin- 
guiſhed, but not divided, thiee diſtin Perſons in 
one Eſſence. 

But they will not allow the Word Perſon, but they 
know very well what we mean by it, and we find 
the Word in Heb. i. 3. tis laid, He is the expreſ; 
Jnage ff his Ferſen: However, Chars and tie 
Holy Se1k1T are both Perſons in the Scripture Phraſe; 
"tis iaid in Scripture of CuR ISH and the Holy Gnosr, 
te did this, and he did that; of Cur 1sr, he died and 
be roſe again, &c. and of the Holy SPIRIT, be 
lanctifes and he comforts, and he is the Spirit of 
Life, &c. And are not theſe Perſons that are thus 
eke of? but more of this hereafter. 

Ve muſt conſider JESUS CHRIST, as har- 
ing two Natures in one Perſon; the divire and human 
Nature; Fehn i. 1. 14. Rom. ix. 5. Acts xx. 28. we 
ſhould always keep this in View, and then we ſhall 
be better able to underſtand, and apply the Scriptures 
concerning him. If we interpret the Scriptures that 
repre ent him as inferior to the FATHER of his 
human Nature, or of his Mediatorial Office, (or elſe 
be contradicts himſelf, for he ſays he is equal with the 
FATHER in other Places) and tho!e Scripture: 
that ſpeak of his Glory and Majeſty, and repre/ent him 
as Gov, of his divine Nature; then the Scriptures wilt 
agree, and Things will appear more plain and recon- 
eilable; but if we do not look upon him as having 
two Natures in one Perſon, we cannot make them 
agree; and to put an Interpretation upon one Scripture, 
that is contradictory to another, that Interpretation 
cannot be right. 


Object. But ſome object theſe Scriptures, viz. Co). l. 
15. where CHRIST is called the Firſt Born 0! 
every Creature, and that Rev. 111. 14. the Beginning 
of the Creation of GOD. 


A. fer. 
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Anſ. Theſe Texts cannot be fo interpreted as to 
make TESUS CHRIST a Creature, that in 
Col. &. 5. The firſt born of every Creature cannot be 
meant ſo; for the very next Verſe tells you, that 
he is the Creator of all Things both in. Heaven and 
Ear'/h; and therefore he cannot be a Creature for 
he is the Creator. But further, as Mr. Poole ſays 
on thoſe Verſes, rhe Firſt Bern of way Creature, and 
the Beginning of the Creation, may fignify the Chief, 
or Prince of the Creation, becauſe he was the Creator 
of all Things, and ſo Lord of all Things; it's a Note 
of Dignity, as the fist born is among Men, P:al. Ixxxix. 
27. 1 will make him my firſt born, higher than the 
Kings of the Earth; and was not 9 Nature 
the Chief of the Ways of Gon, the Prince of the Cre- 
ation, for it was united to the Divinity, Col. i. 18. he 
is called Ve Firſt Born from the Dead; and why? 
that in al Things he might have the Preheminence : 
His human Nature was the Firſt Born from the Dead 
the Chief and Lord of all that were or ſhall be raited 
from the Dead: Or it may ſignify, that the human 
Nature was the Beginning, or Chief of all the Counſel: 
of Gop; the Chief of Go 's Ways in his eternal 
Counſels: And this Interpretation is according to tha: 
Text Rev. xiii. 8. The Lamb /lain from the Found 1110: 
of the World ; now we know he was not ſlain 'till fome 
Thouſands of Years after the Foundation of the World, 
but he was ſo in the eternal Purpoſe, tho' not actually 
till he came and died in the World; and ſo his human 
Nature was the Beginning, the Firſt Born, the Chic! 
of all the Counſels of Go p; tho' he was not born 'til! 
jome "Thouſands of Years after: And indeed with 
reſpect to his divine Nature, he was Gop's Firſt Be- 
gotten, his Eternal, only Begotten Sox; and fo we 
way underſtand that Scripture, Heb i. 6. Aud hor 
he brought his firſt Begorten tnto the Nod; his eter- 


/ 


nally begotten $ oN with reſpect to his divine Nature. 


Ove. But there's another Text which they think 
males much tor their Opinion, and againſt the God 
E 2 head 
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head of CR TSF, vis. 1 Cor. xv. 28. 4:4 whey att 
FT, hings ſhall be ſubdued unto him, they, ſhall the SON 
alſo be ſubjett to him that put all Things under bin, 
(viz. the PAT HEK) that GOD may be all in al. 


Af. The Meaning of this is, that at the End of the 
World CHRIST will deliver up his mediatorial King- 
dom to the FATHER, as Verle 24. and the :$th 
Veric ſays, Then ſhall the SO N alſo be ſubject ic lun 
that put all Things under him, that GOL may be all 
in all; that is, when the SO N has delive:ed up the 
Kingdom to the FATHER, then his Mediatoria] 


Kingdom Hall ceaſe, and the SON as Alan ſhall be 


ſubject, and al} Things ſhall be ruled and go erned by 
the Godhead immediately; GOD will rule al 
Things as GON and not as Mediator, as he did be- 
fore; GO D ſhall be all in alt; there will be ro 
more need of the mediatorial Kingdom, but PATHEA, 
Son and Holy Ghost, ſhall rule all as GOD, and 
not by Cu RIS r as Mediator. 

Another Scripture objected is that 1 Cor. xi. 3. Aud 
the Head of CHRIST is GOL ; that is, be is his 
Head with reſpect to his Office as Mediator, with te- 
ſrect to his human Nature, the Divinity is the Head; 
and I think theſe Interpretations agree with ct cr 
Texts concerning this Matter, and ſeem to me to be 
genuine ; but to interpret them ſo as to make JESUS 
CHRIST only a Creature, and every way interior 
to the FATHER, contradicts the main Current of 
Scripture, and ſo cannot be right. 


„ 


I 


I am not fatisfied to finiſh this Work without ſaying 
ſomething of the Divinity of the Holy G H OST), the 
bleſſed Holy SPIRIT of GOD, who is our Sanc- 
tifier, Comforter, Helper, and Guide thro' this V orld. 
And I think we forget him too much in our Prayers, 
Praiſes, and Adorations, from whom we have our ſpi- 
ritual Light, Life, and Comfort, and all the Diſcove- 


ries of the FATHER 's: Love. ; 
Now 
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Now that this bleſſed Holy SPIRIT is a Perſon, 
is plain ro me from Scripture ; for there we find he 1; 
ſted the Comforter, the Sanctifier, the Leader, Guide, 
Teacher, Strengthener of his People, in ſeveral 
places; and he that can ſanctify, comfort, teach, 
ſtrengthen, S/, muſt be a Pe ſon: "Tis ſaid he does 
this, and he does that, he foretels Things to come, 
he is grie ved, ſinned againſt, he ſpake in the Prophets, 
indited the Scriptures; now if this be not a Perton, 
that does all tnis, no Body can underſtand what 1s 
meant by Words. Can any bot a Perſon toretel Things 
to come, be ſinned againſt, and in juch a Manner as 
can not be pardoned ? It I ſay ſuch a one can foretel 
Things, or you have greatly offended ſuch a one, can 
any one think but that I mean tuch a Perſon ? What 
dat a Perſon can foretel Things to come? If I ſay ſuch 
and ſuch a one 1ndited this, or that, do I not mean a 
Perion? Nay, Te is ſaid to give Gifts, and diſtribute 
them as he will; as he will, or according to his own 
Pleaſure ; here is a Perſon certainly: If I ſay ſuch a 
one 1s Maſter of fuch a Thing, and he'll give 1t ro 
whom, and as he pleaſes, do I not mean a Perſon? 
it I pretended otherwi'e-in my common Diſcourſe, no 
Body could underſtand me, and I ſhould make my felt 
ridiculous. | 

Now that the bleſſed SPIRIT of GOD does theſe 
Things, I think is very plain from Scripture, John xv1. 
13. When the SPIRIT of Truth is come he foal 
guide you into all Tub; how ſhall he guide into alt 
Truth if he be not a Perſon? He is the Comforter ; 
John xvi. 9. If I go not gray the Comporter ævill 
not come; is not the Comforter that comes a Pertun ? 
Verſe 8. I. wilt reprove the Forld of Sin; or con- 
vince the World of Sin, (as tis in the Margin) now 1s 
not he that can enlighten and convince the World of 
their Sins a Perſon? Ie foretels Things to come; 
1 Tim. iv. 1. the Spin  T ſpeaketh expreſly, that in 
12 latter Days ſome ſpeuld depart from the Faith, &ci 
1 Pet. i. 11. there we read the SPIRIT of 


CHRIST did teſtify before-hand of the Sufferings 
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> CHRIST, and in John xv. 26. tis ſaid, , 
Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth fall teſtify ꝗ hin. 


He made this World, and all that therein is; AQ 
iv. 24, 25. They ſaid Lord thcu art he that node Hes. 
ven and Earth, &c. and what LORD is this? the 
25th Verte tells them, «rho by the Mouth of his H. 
vant David had ſaid; and it was the Holy Gnosr 
that 2 by the Mouth of David; Acts 1. 16. Which 
the Hily GHOST ſpoke by the Math of Lavid; 
and David ſays, 2. Sam. xx111. 2. That rhe Spirit of 
the Lord ſpake by him: So that this 8 IR II is he 
that made Heaven and Farth: He is ſirned agairſ, 
Math. x11. 31. But the Plaſthemy againſt the Holy 
GHOST ſpall net le forgiven. And he indites the 
Scripture ; 2 Pet. 1, 21. Hey Men SE OL, ſake as 
they «vere moved by the Hily GHOST. 
Certainly theſe Things are ſufficient to prove him a 


Perſon, and in Iſa. xi. 2. he is called 7he Spirit of Wiſ- 


dom ard Uniderſtarding, Conrſel ard Might; and cer- 
tainly this is a Perſon that has Underſtanding, V iſdom 
and Countel : Ezek. iii. 24. Aud the Spirit entered in- 
Yo me, ard ſet me upon my Feet, and ſpake with me 
and ſaid unto me, go fhut thy ſelf within thy Hue; 
is not this a Perſon that ipake with him, and {aid unto 
him ſo and ſo? What could he be elſe? 1 Cor. xii. 11. 
All theſe Things wworketh the ſilf ſame Spirit, divid- 
ing to every one ſeverally as he will ; here the 
Sy1R1mT eis a Free Agent, a Perſon that is abſolute 
in his Eifts; he divides to every one as he will; and 
we read Acts xui. 4. They beirg ſent by the Hily 
GHOST departed, &c. here the Holy GrosT lends 
the Apoſtles, and ſure then he muſt be a Perſon ; and 
abundarce of other Places might be produced, where 
the Scripture repreſents the Holy GnosmT as a Per. 
ſon; and ſure they were not wrote to deceive us; 
think there's nothing plainer in Scripture than this. 


object. Bt here comes an Objection; Things are 


ſometimes perſonated, and ſpoke of as Perſons 2 4. 
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thus and thus, when they are not ſo; as of Charity, 
1 Cor. xili. 4, 5. Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind: 
Charity envieth not, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed 
up, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinks 
no Evil, &c. 


Anſ. Any body may at firſt Sight perceive that 
this is no Perion, but a Grace of the SPHTRI r, and it 
ſhews the Effects of that Grace, in the Perions that 
have it; this is eaſily perceived by any Body, that 
Charity is not a Perion, but perſonated; and Wiſdom, 
in Prov. Chap. ix. is perſonated as One ſtanding and 
crying, and putting forth her Voice, and furniſping 
ber Table; here Wiſdom 1s ipokea of as a Perſon. 

As I faid before, every one knows that Wi dom and 
Charity are not Perſons, but Qualities, and therefore 
when theſe are ſpoken of as Perlons, tis plain they are 
only pertonatec: And beſides, theſe Things are gene- 
rally ſpoken of otherwiſe in other Places, and but once 
or twice it may be perſonated; and I know not whe- 
ther they are perfonated in any other Places; but the 
Holy Gnos r is continually ſpokea of as a Perſon, and 
not once only; he is ſpoken of as performing ſuch 
Things as are not common: But moſt {ound Iaterpreters 
take the 8th of Proverhs as me int of Cun1s mT the 
Second Peron in the Trinity: I know, as Dy. Orten 
ſays, that the Holy Gnos r is ſpoken of in a certain 
Place as Water, he is ſaid to be poured forth; Ila. 
xxxli. 15. Until the SPIRIT be poured upon us from 
on high. But this is a figurative Expreſſion, and any 
one may ſee it to be ſo; and if it were an Argument 
againſt his Perſonality, I do not ſee but then the tame 
Argument lies againſt the Perſonality of Go p the 
FAT HEK: See Dr. Owen on the SPIRIT. 


And further, can any one imagin that we are bap- 
tized into the Name, Worſhip and Service of a Thing 
that is only perſonated ? No ſure ; for if ſo we may as 
well believe the FATHER and SON are perſo- 


nated, for we are baptized into the Names of all 
E 4 Three 
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Three alike; and the FATHER is ſometimes 
ipoke ot figuratively, as having Hands, #5', by 
this Rule, we muſt « able to underſtand nothing in 
Scriptue, but believe all to be perionared: IU 
this cunning Objection we ought to be well awac 
that we may not be deceived thereby ; for it leads iu 
a firange Wilderneſs, and will make us that we {j.all 
not know what to believe. wh "RING: 
Ho do we know GOD the FATHER to be 
a Perion, but by the Deicription we have of his Natwe 
in the Word, and by the Accounts we bave 'theie of 
his Acting thus and thus, Doing this and that, which 
argues a Perion. Thus we know the Holy Gos 2 to 
be a Peron, ſo that if the perſonating of Charity pore 
the SPIRIT to be a Quality, it may prove the 
FATHER to be fo. What tho' Charity and II, 
dom be perſonated once or twice, yet generally they are 
not 1o; but the Holy GHOST is deſcribed as a 
Perſon almoſt every where; tho' Charity, Sc. be per- 
Jorated, yet this does not argue that all in Scripture 
that are ſpoken of as Perſons, are Qualities or Graces 
only, or that they are perſonated : One Thing may be 
rlonated, but that does not argue that a Perſon is a 
Duality; what muſt we make of the Scriptures, if 
becauſe a few Things are at a particular Time perſonat- 
ed, others that are ſpoken of as Perſons muſt be 10? 
If Charity be perſonated, it does not prove that the 
Holy Gnosrw is fo.: - = | 
And that the Holy G HOST is a diſtin Perſon, 
I think is very plain from the following Scriptures, 
which hold fert 15 Three diſtinct Perſons in the God- 
head ; John xiv. 26. But the Comforter, arhich is th? 
Holy Ghoſt; u hem the Father ili ſend in my Name, 
&c. Here is the Holy GHOST, as plainly diſtin- 
iſled from the FATHER as Words can expreſs, 
ere's the Comforter who is the Holy GHOST, 
and the FATHER; the FAT HER ſends, the 
Holy GHOST is ſent; and then there's the Work 
he is ſent about, tis 70 reach his People: If this be 
not a plain perſonal Diſtinction I know not what 1s. 


5 Indeed 
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Indeed here are the three Perſons in the Godhead diſ- 
tinguiſlied as pos as can be; hele is the FAT HER 


ſending, the Holy Gnos r lent, and the Work he is 
ſent about; and here is CHRIS mT the ſecond Perion 
in the Godhead ſpeaks the Words, and tays the Holy 
Ganos r is ſent in his Name: John xv. 26. But 
hen the Comforter is come, hom Jil ſerd to you 


from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- 


ceedierch from the Father, he ſhall teſtify ef ne; here 
again \J as plain that the S e 12 1 2 diſtinct Per- 
jon as can be; heie is the CO MYTOR f E R, the 
Sp1R1T of Truth that teſtifies of CHRIS r, 
what can this be but a Perſon? and he is plainly diſ- 
tinguiſh'd from the FAT HE R, for he is tent from 
the FATHER, and proceeds from him; and he is 
ent from the FATHER by CHRIS T; here 
ae likewiſe the Three Perſons in the Godhead diſti 
guiſned, CHRIST the Second Perſon, who ff 

the e Words and ſends the Holy GHOST, and here's 
the FATHER from whom the Holy GHOST is 
ſent, and the Holy GHOST ſent, and ſent to teſ- 
tify, Sc. Rom. viii. 11. Put if the Spirit of him that 
Yr = up Feſus from the Dead dwell in you, &c. here's 
arſt, the Third Perſon in the Godhead mentioned, 
the SPIRIT; #f rhe Spirit, and here we fee tis 
him that dwells in Believers; duell in you; this is 
the Holy GHOST; of him, the Spirit bin; 
this 41M muſt be GOD the FATHER, 
the Firſt Perſon; vo raiſed Chriſt from the Dead. 
and here is JESUS that was raiſed from the Dead, 
the Second Perſon : John x1v; 16. T<vill pray the Fa- 
ther, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, that be 
may ebide with you forever; here are the Three per- 
lors in the Godhead plainly diſtinguiſhed, and here 
are their diſtinct Operations; I ci pray, here's 
CHRIST and his Work of Interceſſion; then here 
is the FATHER whom he prays to, and his Work, 
to ſend tke CO MFORTER:; and then here is the 


Holy G08 T and his Buſineſs, he is ſent, and he 
% lent to dwell in and comfort the People of GO > 


3 674) 
For N Part, I know not what can be plainer than 


the we have of a perſonal Diſtinction betwixe 
the FATHER and the Holy GHOST, from 
the above Scriptures and ſeveral others that might te 
brought; and indeed the Three Perions in the Cod. 
head, are plainly ſpoken of. 

Thus having prov'd the Perſonality of the Holy 
GnovosrT, I hoje that Notion, viz. That the Holy 
GHOST is the Power, Influence, Energy, or Ope- 
ration of the FATHER, or that he he is the F 4. 
THEK thus, or thus, muſt fall to the Ground; for 
certainly that which is the Power, Influence, or Energy 
of anather 1s not a Perſon, and the Holy GHOST 
being a Perſon, the Notion of his being the Power, or 
Influence of the FATHER muſt needs be wrong, 
and very diſhonourable, yea provoking to the Holy 
GHOST. | 


Obiect. But then 2 our Ad verſaries, if the Holy 


'G nos T be a diſt Perſon, then there muſt be 
. Three Go ps. 


A. The Concluſion they draw is falſe, and will not 


bold: For tho' we ſay, he is a diſtin Perton, C. yet 
we do not hold or believe that he is a ſeperate Feing, 
or divided from the FAT HER; or that FA 


THER, SON and Holy GHOST are Three e. 


perate or ſeveral Beings, but one Being, One Gon; 


we believe the One Living and True GOD 55 


Three diſtin Perſons, FATHER, SON, and 
Holy GHOST ; there's a vaſt Difference betwixt 
Diſtinction and Seperation, or Diviſion ; betwixt three 
. diſtin Perſons in one Being, and three ſeveral or di- 
vided Beings : If we held they were three ſeveral or 
ſeperated Beings, then I do not ſee but the Cor'equence 


would be true and right: But we ſay the Ore Go ue 


believe in is three diſtin Perſons in one F fence, but 
not three ſeveral or ſeperate Beings ; but thele Three 


are the One Living and True Gov, and therefore 


the Objection falls; for che Scripture is plain as " 
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be, that there is but One Living and True Gop; and 
the Scripture holds forth, that JESUS CHKIST 
ij G0 D very 1778 and likewite that the Holy 


GHOST is GOD, and theietore if thele Three 
be not One G O D, the Living and True G O D, the 
Scripture muſt contradict itfelt ; but thele being One 
Go p the Scripture agrees with ttielf, when it holds 
forth each of theſe to be Go p, and yet that there is 
but One Go p. 


And now I ſhall endeavour (by the Help of G o ) 
to prove that the Holy Gnos r is a divine Perſon, 
that he is Gon. 

He is called Go p properly in Hripture, and there- 
fore we have Authority to believe he is ſo; fee the 
1 Cor. x11. 6. compared with the 11th Verſe, the 5th 
Verſe ſays, — ard rhere are Diverſities of Operations, 
but the ſ1me God which worketh all in all; that is, 
the ſame Go D, which worketh all theſe Gifts in his 
People, which are ſpoken of before in the 6th Verſe, 
and after to the 11th Verſe, and this 11th Verte ſays, 
but all theſe <vorketh that one and the ſame Spi- 
rit; fo that J do not ſee but that he that's call- 
el GOD in the 6th Verſe is that SPIRIT 
in the 11th Verſe; for the 6th Verte ſays, Go p 
worketh them, and the 11th Verſe ſays, tis 
the SPIRIT that works them, and is called GOD 
in the 6th Verſe: However, if we compare the iſt 
Cr. the 12th Chap. and 11th Ver'e with the 28thVerſe 
of that Chapter, we may there perceive that the Holy 
Guss r is Gon; for the 11th Verſe ſays, That 75 
Spirit divides Gifts to every Man ſeverally, as he 
pleaſes; and then the following Verſes ſhew that 
one Man excels in one Gift, others in another, and 
then in the 18th Verſe 'tis ſaid, that G O © /ers theſe 
in the Body; and in the 28th Verſe he applies it to the 
Church, and ſays G O D hath ſer ſome in the Church 3 
the 11th Verſe ſays, the S IRT works ther, and 
the 28th Verſe lays, GOD ſers then tn the Church, 


end gives ſome the Gift of Healing ard others of 
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ves: AQts y. 3, 4. there the zd Verſe ſays, thay 
nanias lied to the Holy GHOST; and the gth Vene 
ys, that he did not lie to Man, but to GOD; ard 
I think it's plain then that the Holy Gnosr is Gr. 
x Cor. iii. 16. theie tis ſaid, Je are the Temples of 
GOD, and that rhe SP/RIT of GOD dee 
in ycu; and 1 Cor. vi. 19. ſays, Kyow ye not that gone 
FBedies are the Temfles of the Holy GHOST; | 
that's called the Holy Gnos rt in one Place, is called 
Gop in the other. Acts xxviii. 25. Well ſpcke ile 
Hly GHOS ＋ by Eſaias rhe Prophet; Verte 26. 
Go unto this People and fay, hearing ye ſhall hear 
and not underſtand, &c. Verſe 27. For the Heat ef 
this People is waxed groſs, and their Ears dull f 
Hearing, &c. leaſt they ſpould hear with their Ears, 
and underftand <eith their Hearts, and be converted, 
and I Gould heal them: Now here tis faid, «rel! [poly 
the Holy G HOST by Eſaias; now look into the 6th 
of Jaiab 8, 9, and 10. Ver. and you will find there 
that this Holy Gnos r that ſpake theſe Words, was 
the Lon p; for in the 8th Verſe 'tis faid, 7 heard 
rhe Voice ef the LOR D, foying, whom ſpall T ſend ? 
the Prophet anſwers, /end me; the 9th Verſe lays, 
ped he faid go tell this People ; and nx, that is the 

OR D in the 8th Verſe, and then comes in what the 
Apoſtle quoted in Acts xxviii. 2 5, 26. almoſt Word for 
Word, which ſhews that the Lor D fpoken of in 
775 vi. 8. is the Holy Gnos r in Acts xxvill. 25. 
Iſaiah calls him the Lo x p, and the Apoſtle call him 


the Holy Gnos r: I think this is as plain as can be. 


Ezek. iii. 24. tis faid there, Then the SIR IT en 
tered into me, and ſet me pon my Feet, and ſpale 
with me, and ſaid unto me, &c. and this SPIRIT 
ſpeaks to him to the 27th Verſe, and there he ſays, 
27 hen I ſpeak with thee, Ii open thy cuil, 
ard thru pal. ſay unto them, thus ſaith the Tard 
GOD; the Sri 1T commands the Prophet that 
when he ſpeaks with bim, he ſhall ſay, 7% ſaith 
the Lord GOD: and the Prophet thro' moſt of his 
Prophecy, cries Thus ſaith the Lord G OD; 1 he's 
cs as, phain 
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lainly the Sy 1n 7 T that ſpoke to him in this third 
Chapter, and the Prophet muſt fay /h, ſaith ih Lord 
GOD; and for ought I can ſee, it was JESUS 
Cnk1sT and the Holy Gaos 1 that ſpake in moſt 
of this Prophecy of Fzeke/ : And the Prophet cries 
continually thus ſair! the Lord G OD; which ſhews 
that the Sy1Rn1T is called Gop; in Ezek. i. 26. 
And upon the Likeneſs of the Throne eas the Appear- 
atice 1 a Man above it ; and then he goes on to deſcribe 
the Perfon, and the Glory, and then in the 28th 
Verſe he lays, he fell on his Face, and heard a Voice 
ſp2ak ; this was CHRIST deſcribed on the Throne 
in the Appearance of a Man, for thus is CHRIST 
deſcribed in other Places; and then in this 3d Chapter 
tis laid, the SPIRIT /pake to him and ſaid; 
and in Chapter 11. 'tis ſaid, and the SPIRIT 
of ihe LO B D fell upon me, and ſaid to me, ſpeak 
thus ſaith the LORD; and the jth Verle ſays, 
thus ſaith the Lord GOD; 1cth Verſe, and ye ſnall 
know that Tam the LO R Y: I think it's plain ther 
the SPIRIT 1s here called the LORD, and the 
Lord G O D; he ſtiles himſelf fo, as far as I can fee ; 
the 24th Verſe ſays it was the SPIRIT that took 
him up, and actuated him in theſe Matters, and as was 
laid before, I believe if Things were narrowly Jook'd 
into, it will appear that it was CHRIST and the 
SPIRIT that were Converſant with the Prophet 
in thoſe Viſions and Propheſies, in many Chapters to- 
wards the Beginning of Ezeckel. 

Another Place where the Holy Gnos v is plainly 
called Gon, and adored, is in Acts iv. 24., Ad th 
ift up their Voices to GO D, and ſaid, LOR 
ou art GO D which made Heaven and Earth, &c. 
Verſe 25. Nuo by the Meuth of thy Servant David 
Jaid, &c. now this Lord G o v that ſpake by the Mouth 
of David was the Holy Gn; Att i. 16. Which 
the Hy G HO ST by the Menth David ſpake : 


And David himſelf ſays 2 Sam. xxiti. 2. The Spirit of 
the Lord ſpake Ly me, and his Il vn wwas in n Tongue; 
red, was he 


that 
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that ſpake by the Mouth of David, and he that tale 
by the Mouth of David was the Holy Gnosr ; 48 40. 

ars by the above Scriptures and others, tor tis ll 
2 Pet. 1. 21. That hcly Mien of GOD 3 as they 
were moved by the Hily GHOST. 

And this brings in another Argument for the Divini— 
ty of the Holy Grnosr. 


He that indited the Scriptures, and inſpired the 
holy Men that wrote them is GOD; bu the 
Holy G nos r indited the Scriptures, and In{pyed 
the holy Men of Old that wrote them; therefore u? 
15 GOD. 


Now to prove the Firſt, That he that inditel 
the Scriptures and inſpired the hely Men that were 
r/em, &c. #5 GOD, ſee 2 Tim. iii. 15. All Scriprore 
is given by Tiſpiration of GOD, &c. this Text 
is very plain and full, All Scripture is given; no 
fome but all; he that inſpired them was Go» 
2 Kings xvii. 23. Until the LORD had rem; 
them out of his Sight, as he had ſaid, ty «ll his &. 
vants the Prophets; who was it that {ſaid by all hi 
Servants the Gn? it was the Lon p; as the 
Lon p had ſaid; and 'tis not as the Lon » had 
ſaid by his Prophet or rhar, but by all his Servants, Mf, 
Sc. fo that here we ſee, that it was the Lon p that 
ſpoke by all his Prophets: 2 Kings xxt. 10. A; 7/: 

ORD ſpake by his Hrvants the Prophets; this 

roves that it was the Lord G O D that ſpake by the 

rophets: And FEzckel tells us that it was the Lon 7, 
the Lord Go p that ſpake by him; tor he ſays, / 
faith the LORD, thus ſaith the Lord GOD, «© 
every end in moſt of the Chapters in that Book ; anc 
ſo likewiſe Jeremiah tells us, it was the LORD thi: 
inſpired him, for he ſays, zhus ſairh rhe LORD: OC 
rhe Word that came to Jeremiah from rhe LORD. 
Then the LORD ſaid mito me: Jer. xi. 1, % , 
And in many other Places; and the Prophet S 
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ſays, 1 Sam. ix. 27. Fand ftil! that Troy feet 
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e Nerd of GOD. 1 Chron. xvii. 3. tis ſaid, rhe 
Werd of GOD came to the Prepher Nathan. 

And in the New Teſtament in abundance ot Places 
the Scriptures are called the Word f GO D; to name 
bur one, Eph. v1. 17. Take the Swerd of the SP . 
RIT «hich is the Word of GOD. 

And I hope from the'e Places tis very clear and 
plain, that he that indited the Scriptures, and inſpired 
the Prophets, Cc. 1s GOP. 


And now I am to prove that it was the Holy Gros 
that indited the Scriptures, c. and then I cannot ſec 
how the Coniequence can be avoided, viz. That he 
is GOD. 

Now that it was the Hy GHOST that in. 
dired ihe Scriptures, ice 2 Pet. 1. 21. Hely Men of 
GOD ſpake as they were moved by the H 
GHOST; it does not ſay one or two holy 
Men, but in general holy Men, all godly true Pro- 
phets ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Gnos rr; 
and I think this Text is enough to prove the Point, if 
there were no more, *tis ſo plain; but there are ſeveral 
other Witneſſes to this Truth, that the Holy Gu os r 
inſpired thote that wrote the Scriptures z as Acts xxvili. 
25. Well ſaid rhe Hely G HO ST by Eſatas the Pre- 

het; here we fee the Holy Gnos x ſpake by 1/ataÞ. 

eb. iti. 7. there 'tis ſaid the Holy GH O8 T ipake 
what David 1aid. Pal. xcv. 7, 8, 9. To day if ye will 
hear his Voice, &c. Mark x11. 36. For David him{+} 
ſaid by the Holy G HO ST : and AQts i. 16. tis ſaid, 
that rhe Hily G HO ST ſpake by the Aſcuth of David, 
&. and David himſelf 1ays, in 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. The 
SPIRIT of the LORD [pake by me, and his 
Herd was in my Torgye ; here tis very plain that the 
Holy Gnosr ſpake by David and Iſaiah; and we 


read Acts xxi. 11. The Prophet there ſays, thus ſaith 


the Hely Gheſt: And we find in Exzekel that the 
SPIRIT ſpake to him, F:ck, iii. 24. Then the 
Spirit ſer me on my Feet, and Hale to me, and ſaid; 
and Chap. xi. 5. And the Spirit of the Lord fell on W. 
an 
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and ſaid unto me ſpeck, thus faith the Tora. 1 know 
not what can be plainer, than that the Holy G nos r 
inſpired the Prophets and holy Men that wrote the 
Scriptures; and I think 'tis as plainly proved, that 
he that inſpired them is GOD; and therefore it muſt 
follow, that the Holy GHOST is G0 b. 


Another Argument may be this, GOD is the 
Giver of all good Gifts, even of all ſpiritual Gifts; 
But the Holy GHOST 1s the Giver of all ſpt- 
ritual Gifts, and therefore E is GO D. 


Now to prove That G O D 7s ?he Giver of ol Hirt. 
tual Gifts, fee 1 Cor. vii. 5. Every Man hat, if pro- 
2 Grfr ef GOD; cvery Man, not only Vm Mey, 

ut every Man that. hath Gifts, he has them from 
GOD : James 1. 17. Every good Gift, and cyery per- 
fect Gift comes doen from Above, from the Father ＋ 
Lights, <eith «chom is no Vartableneſs, neither Sho- 
dow f turning. This Text is fo clear to the purpoſe, 
that there needs no other to be brought, for it ſays eve- 
ry good Gift, not only /onze good Gifts but 4; e- 
very good Gift comes from above ; that is, from Gon, 
from the Father of Lights, with whom is no Variable. 
neſs nor Shadow of Turning: And we read, Faith | 
and Salvation is the Gift of Go p, Ep! ii. 8. and 
that Wiſdom is the Gift of GOD, Jam. 1. 5. # 
any atk Wiſdom, let him ask it of G O D, «cho gir- 


eth liberally, &c. 


No. I am to prove the Second, That the Holy 
Gnosr is the Giver of all ſpiritual Gifts. 


And this is plainly. prov'd from 1 Cor. xii, S. 7o gde 
#5 given by the SPTRIT the Mord of Mison; that 
is the Gift of Wiſdom ; 70. anorber the Word of Know: 
I-doe by the ſame SPIRIT); here we ſce the Word 
of Knowledge and Wiſdom given both by the ſamc 
Sy1RamT: Verſe the gth, To another Foirh by tie 


gane SPIRIT; to another the Gift of Heglig, 
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the ſame SPIRIT: And the 10th Verſe ſpeci- 
A ſeveral other Gifts, and the 11th Verſe ſays, A 
theſe ortet h that one and the ſelf ſame SPIRIT, 
dividing to every one ſeverally as he will : So that we 
lee the 8e IRI T is the Giver of theſe Gifts, the 
Worker of them in the Hearts of his People, and he. 
does not give them by Direction or Influence of any o- 
ther, but he gives them abſolutely according to his own 
Pleaſure ; he divides them as he will: This is fo plain 
that there needs nothing elle to prove that the SI RI 
of Go v is the Giver of all ſpiritual Gifts; for 'tis taid 
in the 11th Verſe all rbeſe wworketh the ſelf ſame & PJ. 
NI. Heb. ii. 4. There we ſee that Gifts are given 
by the Holy Guos r, for there we read, that 
GOD bore Witneſs L divers Miracles and Gifts of 
the Hy GHOS - Sy his I think is lufficient to Prove 
that the Holy Gu os Tr is the Giver of all fpiritual 
Gifts, and then the Conſequence muſt be that he is 
Go p; for I have prov'd before, that tis Go D who 


is the Giver of all good Gifts. 


Another Argument may be this, He that can fore- 
tel Things to come in future Ages is Go p: But 
the Holy Gnos 1 has foretold Things to come in 
future Ages; therefore nE is GO D. 


Now here I am to prove the Firſt, That Je that 
can foretel Things to come in future Mes is GOD. 
Now this is prov'd thus, Go p challenges it as his Pre- 
rogative, and makes it a Mark or Demonſtration of 
Divinity to foretel Things to come in fatu.e Ages, Lia. 
xli. 21, 22, 23. The 21ſt Verie, Produce your Carſe 
ſaith the LORD, bring forth your ſtrong Reaſons 
faith the King of Jared 3 here's a. Challenge Go pn 

5, to prove themfelves Gods if they 
tan, and what Argument does Go p infiſt on for the 
Proof? the 22d and 23d Verſe tells, Ler them fhew 
us what ſhall happen, &c. or, declare us Things to 
come; and the 23d Verſe ſays, She rhe Things that 
are to come hereafter, e oe may know that ye 

are 
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art Gcds: As if he had ſaid, if you can tell what will 
come to pals in future Ages, then it will be a good 
P.oot that ye are Gods. 7 cannot ſee but that this is 
the plain Senie and Meaning of the Place, to ſhew that 
it is a dittinguiſhing Mark of Divinity to toretel 
Things to come in future Ages, 


Further, he that can foretcl Things to come in fu- 
ture Ages, muſt be Omniſcient, Infinite in Under- 
itanding, and this none can be but Go p. Who can 
pretend to know what ſhall come to pals in future 
Ages, even to the End of Time, but an omni'cient 
Mind, one that can comprehend and fee Things paſt, 

reſent, and to come, at once, none can belides 

o D: And Go takes it as his Peculiar, becauie 
he challenges all others that pretend to be Gods to do 
it. Indeed ſome may gueſs what will come to _ 
in a very little Time, by the natural Connection, Cir- 
cumſtances, and Conſequences of Things; but theſe 
are only rational Gueſſes, and ſometimes it falls out 
otherwiſe ; the moſt rational gueſſes are crois'd and 
difappointed, ſo that there's little or no certainty. 
The Devil can give ſhrewd gueſſes, and has ſome- 
times hit right, when he has ſpoke and foretold in the 
Heathen Oracles, but here was no certainty, they oft 
ſpoke in uncertain Terms, the People were oft diſap- 
232 : And beſides, I never found that theſe Pre- 

ictions were of Things to come in future Ages, but 
of what would be the Event of ſuch Things as were 
to be preſently tranſacted, and over in a ſhort Time, 
which 1s not to the purpoſe, for the Argument lies on 
a certain Prediction, of 'T | 
of the World, as well as in a ſhort Space of Time, 
and here they are all at a Lofs. 


But now 1 hope I ſhall prove That the Hol 
G HO ST certainly foretold Things to come in future 
Ages, as well as in a Sore Space of Time : 1 Tim iu. 
r. Now the SPIRIT ſpeaketh expreſy that in the 
latter Times ſome ſpall depart from the Faith; * 


hings to come in future Ages 
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is a Prediction by the S? iR IH of Gon, that there 
ſhould be a fad Declention in the latter Times, and 
this Time foretold ſeems to be the Time of Popery,, 
as in the zd Verſe, Forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abſtain from Meats, which G0 D hath 
created to be received with Thankſgiving, which the 
Pape does to this Day: And I think it was ſeveral 
Hundred Years after the Apoſtle wrote that, before 
Popery aroſe to ſuch Doctrines; however, , it. was in 
the latter Times at a great Diſtance. 1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Of 
which Salvation the Prephets have ſearched diligently, 


&c. Verſe 11. S2arching what, . or ubat Manner 0 
tine the SPIRIT of CURISYT, which was in 
them did ſiznify, when it teſtiſied before hand the 13 

HR IST; here 'tis as plain as can be 
that the SPIRIT of CuniIsT, or the Holy 
Gnos r foretold the Sufferings of Cun1s wr by 
the Prophets of old; and the Sufferings of CHRIS mT 
were hundreds of Years after theſe Predictions, and yet 
it was the SP1R1rT that foretold them; and this 
SPIRIT of CARIS x is the Holy SPIRIT of 
Go p, the Holy Gnos r; for in Rom. vill. 9. the 
Sr IRI of Gop is called the S IRI of 
CuR1sT, in the ſame Verſe. 


And I have proved before that it was the Holy. 


Gnos mT that ſpake in the Prophets, who foretold 


Things Hundreds of Years before hand, Holy Men o 

dd ſpake as they were moved by the Holy GHOST: 
a I have proved it particularly of 7/2#aþ and David, 
who both ſpoke of the Sufferings of CHRIST hun- 
dreds of Years before they come to paſs, and theſe 
Things were diſcovered to them by the Holy Gnos r. 


And further, we read John xvi. 13.  Howwberr,. 
hen the. Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide them 
into al Truth; for he ſhall not ſpeck of himſelf, bus: 
whatſcever Le ſpall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak, and he 
wt fhew you Things to come: Here he ſhews 
Things to come. 2 25 

F 2 | Object. 
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Object. But it may be objected in this Verſe, that 
he ſpeaks not of himſelf, but what he hears that he 
ſpeaks, and this looks as if he received his lntelli- 
gence from another, from the FAT U ER. 


Anſ. It looks ſo, but if we conſider the Point it can- 
not be ſo; the Meaning I take to be tlus, that he does 
not ſpeak meerly of himſelf, without the Concurrence 
of the FAT HER and Son, for what one does they 
all do, they all concur in, becauſe they are all one ard 
the ſame Eeing; and the Holy Gnos r jpeaks net 
of himſelf meerly, becauſe he is one with the Farurs 
and Son, and has their Concurrence, and it was a 
Confirmation of the Faith of the Diſciples in this, thar 
he would lead them into all Truth ; for ſays our 
Lo Rx p, he ſpeaks not meerly of himſelt, but the 
FAT HE R and I concur in the Matter, and therefore 
you need not fear being miſled: And the ſame Thing 
is ſpoken of Cu RIS r, John xii. 49. J have no: 


ſpoken of my ſelf, &c. Now that this muſt be the 


Senſe is plain to me, for if it be not meant of 
their ſpeaking as one Being, but as leperate 
Beings, there muſt then be Three Govs, (tor 
we are baptized into all alike) which is con- 
trary to the whole Current of Scripture: And we 
read Zuke ii. 26. that it was revealed to Simeon by 
the Holy Gos r, that he ſhould not ſee Deat 
before he had ſeen the Lord CHRITISFH; and this 
was diſcovered to him by the Holy G 1 0s r, and who 
could certainly tell Simeon that he ſhould live till 
that Time but Go p, who has the Lives of all 
Men in his Hands. h 


Now having proved that he that can certainly 
forete] Things to come in future Ages is Gon; 
and that: the Holy Gros mT has certainly foretold 
Things to come in future Ages, the Confequence 
muſt be that un is Go p. 


Another 
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Another Argument may be this, he that bleſſeth 


and ſacceeds the Labours of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ro the Converiion of Souls, that ſanflifies 
and regenerates them is GO: But the Holy 
GnosT bleſſes and ſucceeds the Labours of Got- 
pel Miniſters to the Converſion of Souls, and 1s 
the Author of Converſion, Sanctification, and the 
New-Buth; theretore uE is Gon. 


Now to prove the Firit, That he that ſucreods 
the Lalcurs of Goſpel Miniſters, &c. is GOD: 
2 Cor. v. 16, 17. Al Things are become new, and 
a Things are of GOD: John i. 13. Which ere 
lor not of the Miu of the Fleſh, nor of the Neu 
of Man, but of GOD: Phil. ii. 13. Ir rs GOD 
thit <worketh in yox to will and to do: 1 Cor. iii. 
5, 6, . Nn is Paul, and <ehbo is Apollos, but 
Ninifters by whom ye believed; as if he had ſaid, 
who are they, or what could they do without 
Go p? thcy are but Gop 's Minitters, and can 
do nothing efectually of themſelves; Verte 6. there 
he contegeth plainly, that he had planted, and A. 
ellos uatred, but neither Phu nor Aprllos with 
all their Tervency and Eloquence could do any 
thing of tliemelves effetually, but only inſtrumen- 
tally, as Gop 's Inſtruments, ior G 0 1 gave the 
Increa'e: Says Pau, I hve planted ant Apollos 
ewatr'd, hut GOD gave the Tirreale; and the 
«th Vere confirms all and explains it more fully, 
$9 then utitler i; he that {bantert 27% Hing, He - 
tier fe th? Aten 7 Cit 7 0 2 tht g/ 
the Jnrrenſs: I krow nor what can be plaiter 
than this; for here 'tis negatisely and a Hrmatise 
Iv, neither he that plants or Waters, e 
who he will 's any thing; but affirmatively, tis 
(„on that does all exectually. Tais er 
Hinly proves, that the Eleffing or Succe's of the! 
Munſtry for rhe Converſion and Fdification of Soul: 
5 tym Gov. 


1 
* 
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And now I ſ}all prove that this Succeſe, e. i; } 
from the Holy Gus T. Ke converts and 1ardi. 
fes Souls, and hereby gives Succeis to the Minty, 
Rom. xv. 16. That 1 ſhorld te the Miu iſeer 9 
JESUS CHRIST to the Gentiles, miriſtrirg 
the Gerſpel of G O D, that ihe Offering up , the 
Gentile; might be acceptalle, berry fortiifed ty the 
Hily G HOST; here we find £11 a Mmijter to 
the Gerriles, and he converted many, to that they 
were offered as an acceptable Sacrifice w Gov, but 
who vas the efficient Cauie? Who wioucht their 
Converſion? the Holy GnosT; beirg / nic 
by the Hey GHOST; Part was their Minijſler, 
but the Holy GnosrT their Sandifer : Ard the 
18th Verſe ſpeaks of making the Geiles obedient; 
and the 19th Verſe fays, Through mio} x Signs 
ard Wenders by the Power F the SPIRIT T 
GOD; that is, the SPIRIT of Gon made 
thoſe Signs and Wonders eſſectual for their Conver- 
fion, by his Power working by them; 77½/ iii. 5. 
there 'we read that the Renovation of the Mind 
(or Converſion) is aſcribed: to the Holy G nos r, 
By the ⁊tuſbing of Regeneration, and renewing 
the Holy GHOST: yohn iii. 5, 6, 7. here we 
find Regeneration aſcrib'd to the 8 FIR II as the 
efficient Cauſe ; Except a Man be born e Mater 
and of the SPIRIT: Verſe 6. That <hih is 
born of the Fleſh is Fliſu, and that <ehich is bcri 
of the Spirit is Spirit: And Verſe 8. S is every 
one that is born of the Spirit 3 ſo that they that 
are born again are born of the Se1R1T, 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. But ye are ofhed, ſanftifed, juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit 
of our Gcd; here are two of the moſt valuable 
Effects of the Miniſtry reckon'd up together, Sarc- 
tification and Juſtification, and who is he that works 
theſe ? the 8 Y IR ITT of our Gop; and theres 
no ſaving Succeſs of the Goſpel, where Sanctifca- 
tion and Juſtification arc wanting. 


Other 
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Other Texts might be brought, but I think theſe 
are ſufficient to prove that the ſaving Succeis of 
the Miniſtry, Regeneration, Sanctification, Conver— 
fon to Gon, and the New- Birth, are of the Ho- 
ly Gnos r, and therefore he is Go; for none 
but Gop can eilett theſe, for neither he that 
plants, nor he that waters is any thing, but 
Gop that gives the Increaie. 


And further, there are ſeveral other Scriptures which 
ſhew the Holy GHOSs A to be Go p: 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
there tis laid, The SPIRIT of GOD dwells in 
5%, and Chap. vi. 19. fays, Your Bodies are the 
Temples of the H:ly 6G HO SY, which is in you : 
Now how could the Holy G nos tr dwell in all 
his People ſcatterd up and down in the World, 
if he was nut immenſe? This muſt needs hold 
forth Immeuſity, that he is in all Places at once, 
and fo conſequently that he is Gon; tor there's none 
immenſe and in all Places at once but Go yp. We read 
Paul wrote this to the Romans as well as 
to the Corinthians, Kom. vili. 11. By Its SVT. 
R IT that devellerÞ in you: He dwelt in the Ro- 
71s as well as the Corimiaus, and fo in all the 
daipts, and 10 mult be ünmenſe. Another Place 
which fhews ms linmenſity is that Kom. viii. 26. 
there we read, e [bps the Þ:5rmities of his Peo- 
ple, and makes PnrercoWFon fer hem tn their Fares : 
How could he do this if he were not with them 
every where, and it ſhews his Or:miſcience, that 
he knows all Things, cr elſe how thould he know 
all theit Wants and Infirmines at once, and make 
Inerceffhon for them? His ditcovrering future Things 
to the Prophers, for many hundred Years to come, 
ſhews his Onmiſcience; and therefore he is Gov. 


And further, I think toe Scriptures that ſpeak 
of bis Authority over the Church of Gon, and 
the Minifters \rhereot, few him © be Gon; ro 


read ſuch Scriptates us follow, gites me a Notion 
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him ſo. Rev. ji. 7. He that haih an Ear, let bin 
hear «hat the SPIRIT ſaith to the C uri bes 
Here we fee tis the SPIRIT ſpeaks to the Church- 
es as well as CHRIST; the SPIKIT feaks 
in Conjunction with CHRIST, for at the Clote 
of every Advice to the Churches it comes in, Le 
mar hath an Ear let him her «bar the Spirit 
Jaith unto the Churches; and who could threaten 
and encourage, who could promiſe {ſuch Rewards, 
and threaten ſuch Puniſhwents to the Churches and 
Miniſters thereof but Gor? Who can give a Crown 
of Life (as mentioned in the 1oth Verſe) but Gon ? 
and yet it's the Sp1R1 mT faith it as well as 
CnurisT; I wil give thee a Crean & Life: 
Vho can ſpeak with ſuch Majeſty and Autherity 
as is ſet forth to theſe ſeven Churches but Gon? 
As far as I can ſee theſe Scriptures carry weight 
in them, in favour of the Divinity of the Holy 
GNnOS Tr. 


We read, Acts will. 2. And as they miniſtred to 
the LORD and faſicd, the Hily GHOST ſaid, 
ſeperate me Barnabas and Saul, for the Nek ehere- 
unto I have called them; leferate ME for the 
Work I have called them, theſe two Words I and 
Mx, ſtew his Authority as Gop; he calls the 
Miniſters of the Churches, and they are ſeperated to 


him; I think this ſhews both the diſtinét Periona- 


Jity, and proper Divinity of the Holy Goss; 
ane, the Church and Miniſters are his, and be calls 
them to the Work; Wherero I have called them : 
I queſtion whether it would not be Flaſphemy ſor 
any ore to act ard ffeak thus but Gop, bote 
Church it is, and who'e Work it is properly and 
authoritatively to call and qualify his Miniſters t0 
his own Work and Service; they were faſtirg ard 
praying, and the Holy GHOST -: rivers 
them, Hrerate me, as Lord and King of his Ch, 
to the Work ⁊chereunto I call them: Who _ aſ⸗ 

| | me 
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ſume ſuch an Authority but Gon? 2 Cor. vi. 4. 
In all Things approviig your ſelves as the Mini. 
ters of GOD: And I cannot ſee how any can 
aſſume that Authority but Go p, ſeeing Miniſters 
are the Miniſters of Go p, and they preach the 
Goſpel of Go p, Rom. xv. 16. And the Holy 
Gnos mT ſays, ſeperate me, and to the Work to 
the which I call them; fure then this ſeems to me 
ſtrongly to conclude that the Holy Gnos is Gov, 


Acts xx. 28. Take heed to wour ſelves and to all 
the Flock, over which the Holy G HOST hath 
made you Overſeers, to feed the Church ef GOD: 
Here's the Church of Gon and the Authority of 
the Holy GnosrmT over it; the Words are {poken 
to the Elders or Governors cf Churches, and by 
whoſe Authority were they made ſo? By the Au- 
thority of the Holy GnosrT, over chm the Ho- 
ly Gheſt hath made you Ov-r/eers; or over whom 
Gop hath made you Overſeers, is the ſame for 
ought I ſee; for it the Holy GHOST had not 
been GO D, how could he have made Overſeers 
in the Church of GO D? What Authority would 
he have had there, if it had not been his own 
Church ? Therefore he is GO D. And we read 
Acts xiii. 4. They being fear forth by the Helly 
Gheſt; and who could fend forth the Apoſtles but 
GOD? They were GOD's Apoſtles, is Miniſ- 
ters, and the Holy GHOST would not aſſume 
60 D's Authority, nor ſend them forth if he was not 
GOD, and had not a natural Kight to it. And we 
read Acts xv. 28. For, it jcewmed good to the Hily 
Gheſt and to ns, ro ley vpen vt mo greater Nu. 
then, &c. It ſeemed good to the Holy GHOST; 
that is, ſeemed good to G0 D, I queſtion not but 
the Apoſtles meant lo; for they mention the Holy 
GHOST, that they of Autieth might know they 
had GON 's Authority for what they ſent them, 
and therefore, thev might 1cſt in their Judgment, 
or elle what ſhould they have mentioned the Holy 


GHOST 


* 
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GHOST for, they themſelves were Men inſpired 
GOD. If the Holy GHOST was not G00 
what Authority had he to lay this Burthen upon the 
Church of GOD? Or, what Warrant had the 1. 


Poſtles to go by his Authority, or to mention it tl 
the Church at Antioch ? 


Another Scripture which plainly proves the Holy 
GHOST to be G0 PD, is that in Pfal. xcv. „„ , 
9, 10, 11. To Davy if you till hear his Vic, 
harden not your Hearts, as in the Provecaticn, 1; 
in the Day of Temptation in the Wilderneſs : When 
wour Fathers tempted me proved me, and ſaw my 
Works. Forty Years loug was J grieved «ith thi 
Generation, and ſaid, it is a People that do err 
in their Hearts, and they have not knowen my Jl ent; 
unto whim J ſware in my Wrath, that they ſocull 
not enter into my Reſt. Now the Apoſtle in the 
3d Chapter of Heb. and the 5th Verte tells us, 
that theſe Words were ſpoken by the Holy Cubes; 
Wherefore as the Hily GHOST faith, to Dy 
q you will hear his Voice, &c. and ſo quotes the 
three or four Verſes following, almoſt Word tor 
Word, and telis you that theſe Words are ſpoken 
by the Holy GHOST, as plain as can be, now 
Jet us ſee what it is in theſe Verſes that prove: 
the Point. 


When your Fathers tempted x, proved MF, ard 
ſaw mv Works: Now who was it that the Chil: 
dren of reel tempted and proved in the Wilder 
neſs? Was it not GOD? ] believe no Body w!l 
2 that; well, it was the Holy GHOST tha. 
fat they tempted M x, proved ME; what can be 
plainer than that the Holy GHOST is GO)! 
for the Apoſtle ſays it was the Holy GHOST tha: 
ſpake thus, and he fays they rempred and proved 
him, and ſaw his Works: Nou certainly it us 
GOD that wrought thoſe Wonders in FEeytt, and 
in the Wilderre:s, the Scripture iays 1o ately, 
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Pal. cvi. 21, 22, 23. Well the Holy Gos 1 ſays 
they were his Works, My Wor E s; therefore he 
is that Go p they provoked in the Wilderneſs, and 
did thoſe mighty Works there. | 


Forty Years long was I grieved with this Gene- 
ration, &c. Mho ſaid this but GOD? and yet 
this was the Holy Gnos r that ſaid it, and they 
have not known my Ways; whoſe Ways can this 
be but GO D's Ways? And yet it is the Holy 
GHOS'T that ſpeaks it, they were his Ways, M * 
Ways; Verle 11. Unto «rhom I ſcvare in my Wrath, 
that they ſhould not enter into my Reſt : Who was this 
that ware in his Wrath? certainly it was GOD, 
GOD the Holy GHOST, for he ſpake it, and 
whoie Reſt was this? GOD 's; and therefore 
GOD the Holy GHOST, ſor he. calls it his 
Reſt; I think no Body could imagin that reads 
from the th Verſe to the End of this Pſalm, 
but that it's GOD that ſpeaks there, and if they 
would read the Hiſtory in Zxcdrs, they may plain- 
ly ſee it was GOD that wrought thoſe Works, 
Se. and the Apoſtle affirms it 7/5. iii. that it 
was the Holy GnosT,. and who then can de- 
ny that he is GOD. 


I think if there were no other Text in all the 
Scriptures to prove the Divinity of the Holy Gnosr, 
tneſe two Places compared together, are ſufficient 
to an unprejudic'd Mind: But there arc ſeveral o- 
ther Texts of Scripture which are urged for the 
Diviaity of the Holy GHOST, which I ſhall 
leave to the Conſideration of others, whether they 
prove the Point. | 


| The Formation of our Bodies, being aſcribed to 
tne Holy Gnos rt, may hold forth bis Divinity; 
Job xxX111. 4. 7 he Spirit ef Grd har made ne, 
ord the Breath of the Almighty Lari; gtven me 
Life. Matth. i. 18, 20 there we lee the lrmation of 

Fs ; h * 


( 92 ) 


the Body of Cu nIS TH in the Womb of the Vir. 
gin is aſcribed to him; Verie 18. She <7; feud 
h Child of the Holy Ghoſt ; and Verie 20. Fry 
that which is concei ved in her, is cf the Holy G. 
Job xxvi. 13. Zy his Sperit he huh garnifhed iis 
Heavens; and Gen. i. 2. The Spirit of Gd my 
ed upon the Face of the Waters. 


Now I leave it to Conſideration, whether tho 
Texts prove his making the World, and tho be— 
fore, the making of our Bodies, and the Feds of 
CHRIST in the Womb; and if io, none can 
do theie Things but GOD. Bur there's a Festen 
As iv. 24, 25. plainly proves the Holy GH T 
to be GOD the Maker of all Things, Verſe 24. 7p 
bift up their Voice to Ged with oe ncrord, ard G 
-F.ord thou art God <:hich made Heaven ard = 
the Ser, and all that in them is: And who s 
Lord GOD that made Heaven and Farth, ©-.. 
25th Verſe tells us, it was he that /pcke 4 

Mouth of his Servant David; and it was the He! 
GHOST that ſpake by the Mouth of Das, 25 
I have before proved. 


Nfatth. X11. 31, 32. IFherefore 7 [as 11:70 wrt 
al Sin ard Bloſphemy, ſpell be forgiven wr l 7 
but the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy GHOST {| 5! 
not be forgiven unto Men; Verſe zz. Ii fconor /711h- 
eth a Nerd agerrft the Son of Alan, it h be e 
Fim; but <ebeſcever ſpeaketh againft the Holy G. ' 
e nor be forgiven bim, reither in this IU 1 
the World to creme. Now here's a Sin againſt then 
GHOST which: cannot be forgiven; ard e 
ner read of an unpardonable Sin againit I.: 
or Son, (that I know of:) But here's a Sin ag 
the Holy GHOST that is unpardonalve: ! 7 | 
then he muſt be a Perſon of infinite Pignity and Class. 


And laſtly, he is one Peing, ore GOD . 
the FATHER and SON, 1 John v. 
there ere three at bear Record in Heaven, ihe 4 
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e Word, and the Hey Ghoſt, and theſe three are 
me: This is very plain, and as for the Objection 
againſt this Text of Scripture, I have ſpoke to that 
betore: And we are baptized in the Name of the 
Holy GHOST, as well as FATHER and 
SON, equally and alike, and by our Baptiim we 
are obliged to worſ}:1þ and ſerve the Holy Gnos v, 
as well as FAT HER and Son. For what is it 
to be baptized in his Name, but to be devoted to 
his Worſhip and Service? And in the Benediction, 
2 Cor. xt. 14. we lee there's no Difterence made 
betwixt him and the reſt, but the Apoſtle bleſſes 
in his Name as well as FarHeR and Son: 
The Grace of our Lord FESUS CHRIST. and 
the Love of GOD, and the Communion of the 
Holy Ghoſt be with you all, Amen. 


And we fee he is adored by them, Acts iv. 24, 
25. LORD thou art GOD which made Heaven 
and Earth, &c. Who by the Mcuth of thy Servant 
David ſaid, &c. It was the Holy Gnos t that 
2 by David; and as Dr. Callamy ſays, ſeeing 
the Holy GnosrT hath ſuch Bleflings to beſtow 
as he has, viz. Grace, Peace, Light, Life, Comfort, 
Conduct, Strength, Cc. why muſt he not be ſought 
to, and pray'd to for theſe, as well as the F a- 
THER and Sox, for what they give? 


Now ſeeing we are baptized in his Name and 
o devoted to his Worſhip and Service, ſeeing he 
has Power to bleſs us, ſeeing we are to adort bim, 
ard pray to him; ſeeing there's no Inferiority be- 
rwixt him and. the other Perſons in the cad; 
in Baptiſm, nor the Benedictien; and ſeeing he is 
a Perſon, as I have proy'd, Cc, then it muſt needs 
follow, that he muſt be One Gov with the PA- 
THER and Son, or elſe there muſt be three 
Gops; for if he be, not one Being with the o- 
mer there muſt be three, which 1s contrary to the 


whole 
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whole eurrent of Scripture, and therefore 1 conclude 
he is G0 pb. 


P. 5. "And as for that Objection, v1. That we 
are no where commanded to worſhip him, or his 
Worſhip is not ſpoken of in Scripture, C. 


; Anſever,. I cannot ſo boldly ſay, that there is 
nothing of his Worſhip ſpoke of in Scripture, be- 
ing baptized into his Name, is being dedicated to 
his Worſhip and Service; and hey adored him, Acts 
iv. 24, 25. Cc. as I ſaid before. 


But however, if we rove him to be GOD, it 
neceſſarily follows, that he muſt be worſhip'd ; who 
can queſtion that? The very . Heathens, when they 
own'd any thing as their GOD, they worſhip'd it 
in ſome Wa or other. And ſeeing he has {uch 
Bleſſings to beſtow, he ought to be pray'd to tor 
them, 


THE END. 
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